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THE LIFE 

OF 

SAINT COLUMB-KILLE. 


QUAINT COLUMB-KILLE was born at 
Sgl| Garten, in the district of Kilmacre- 
nan, in Tyrconnell, on the seventh of 
December, a. d. 521. He was of royal line- 
age, for his father, Felim, descended from 
the monarch Nial of the Nine Hostages, 
and his mother, Aithana, was a daughter 
of the princely house of Macnava, (of the 
ships,) which long before the coming of St. 
Patrick held potent sway in Leinster. 

The birth of this illustrious Saint — the 
second patron of the Irish Churches — was 
predicted by angels, who announced to his 
mother that the child whom she bore was 
, destined to leave an imperishable name on 
the catalogue of the Saints. One of his 
earliest biographers informs us, “that an 
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Life ef St . Columb- Kille. 

angel appeared to his mother a short while 
before his birth, and clothed her with a 
shining robe, which, when removed by the 
angelic band, floated away in the air till it 
covered plains, mountains, and forests. The 
mother wept when the celestial visitant told 
her that this robe was too magnificent for 
her; but her tears were turned into joy 
when she learned that this ample and radi- 
ent garment was a type of the future great- 
ness and sanctity of her child. 

At baptism he received the name of Crim- 
than, which was afterwards changed into 
that of Columba or Dove — so remarkable 
was he for the dove-like simplicity of his 
life ; and to Columba was subsequently ad- 
ded the surname Kille, indicative of the 
number of churches or cells which he had 
founded ; his baptismal name was Crim- 
than, and his, historical, Columb-Kille. 

At a very early age this blessed child was 
confided to the tutelage of a priest who 
dwelt near the church of Kilmacrenan, by 
whom he was instructed in the rudiments 
of the Catholic faith. His proficiency was 
very rapid, and the person charged with his 
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early education had reason to know that 
Heaven destined this child to perform great 
works for God’s glory and the welfare of 
men. On one occasion, this priest beheld 
his habitation lit by a supernatural light, 
and a globe of fire shedding heavenly lustre 
on the features of young Columba as he 
slept ; and so awful was the beauty of the 
vision, that he cast himself down in adora- 
tion, rightly interpreting that God was man- 
ifesting special predilection for this chosen 
child. 

From Kilmacrenan Columba was sent to 
the school of St. Finian, at Moville, on 
Lough Foyle, and here he commenced his 
ecclesiastical studies. His meekness and 
piety won him the respect of his sainted 
teacher, and the monks of that great semi- 
nary listened with admiration while he 
chanted the Psalms of David, and poured 
forth his own soul in the graceful composi- 
tions in which he hymned praises to God. 
In this school he was advanced to deacon’s 
orders. Here, too, he wrought his first mir- 
acle. When there was no wine for the cele- 
bration of the Divine mysteries, Columba 
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was sent to procure it ; and when he could 
find none, he took water and blessed it, and 
lo, the miracle at the marriage feast in Cana 
was wrought once more ! Leaving the school 
of Moville, he proceeded to Leinster, where 
he continued to prosecute his studies under 
a master named Germanus. The latter, it 
would appear, was an erudite foreigner, 
and Columba regarded him as the most em- 
inently qualified to instruct him in the 
learned languages. While studying under 
this preceptor, the spirit of prophecy was 
first manifested in him. A girl was assas- 
sinated at his feet, while he and his master 
were reading in the fields, and Columba 
foretold the terrible vengeance with which 
God was one day to visit the murderer. 
During his sojourn in Leinster he frequented 
the famous school of Clonard, over which 
St. Finian presided, and in the year 546 he 
returned to the region of his nativity, Tyr- 
connell. As yet he was but a deacon, nev- 
ertheless, he determined to commence his 
mission as a builder of churches and mon- 
asteries^ His princely relatives gave him a 
fair hill above the Foyle, and after he had 


Digitized by Google 



7 


Lift if St. Columb-Kille. 

cleared away the trees with which it was 
covered, he built on its summit a monastery 
and church, around which grew up the city 
of Derry. In 1158 this abbey-church was 
erected into a cathedral by Christian O’Con- 
archy, the Pope’s legate. 

After having completed his first founda- 
tion on Doire-Calcaigh, whence Derry de- 
rives its name, our Saint determined to make 
a journey through all Ireland. During this 
journey, he erected various monasteries and 
churches, and amongst them were those of 
Drumclieff in Derry, Kathlin Island, Tory 
Island, and according to some writers. 
Swords, near Dublin. In the year 550, he 
erected the famous monastery of Durrow, 
in the King’s County, and about the same 
period the monastery of Kells, where (in 
1152) Cardinal Paparo, legate to Eugene 
TIT. , distributed the palls or pallia to the 
four archbishops of Ireland. 

After having established the monastery 
of Durrow, ( Dair-magh , i. e., the field, of the 
oaks), Columba began to prepare himself for 
the order of priesthood, and for this pur- 
pose he was sent by the clergy and people to 
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St. Etchen, a bishop of East Meath who 
resided at Clonfad ; having inquired for the 
prelate, Columba was told that he teas out 
ploughing in the fields. The Saint thereon 
went to meet the bishop, with whom he re- 
turned home in the evening, when Etchen 
ordained him a priest ; although it was the 
intention of those who sent him to Clonfad 
that he should come back to them a bishop. 
By some oversight Etchen read the ritual 
for the ordination of a priest instead of that 
for a bishop, and as soon as he had discov- 
ered his mistake, he proposed to invest him 
with episcopal powers ; Columba, however, 
declined the offer, and declared his determi- 
nation to remain a simple priest to the end 
of his days. 

Notwithstanding all the cares attendant 
on founding monasteries and churches, Col- 
umba devoted much time to transcribing 
the Holy Gospels and composing hymns in 
the Latin and Irish languages. The latter 
bear evidence to his genius as a Christian, 
poet, and great linguist, and the beautiful 
copies of the Gospels known as the “ Book 
of Durrow” and the “ Book of Kells” are 
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evep dow regarded as two of the most splen- 
did manuscripts in Europe. 

“His countenance,” says Adaman (who 
was Abbot of Iona in the middle of the 
seventh century) “resembled that of an 
angel. In conversation he was brilliant, in 
work holy, in disposition excellent, in coun- 
cil distinguished. Although he lived on 
earth, yet he himself was furnished with 
heavenly manners, every hour of his life 
was passed either in prayer, or reading, or 
writing, or some useful occupation, his fast- 
ings and watchings also were unwearied. 
Yet in the midst of all these austerities, he 
ever preserved a cheerful countenance, and 
was beloved by all who were brought into 
intercourse with him.” Such was the holy 
man whom God destined for the conversion 
of the Piets and Minor Scots and the peo- 
ple of the "Western Islands. In the school 
of Saint Finian, bishop of Clonard, and in 
that of St. Kieran, he excelled all his con- 
temporaries by the holiness of his life and 
the profundity of his learning, so much so 
that the fathers and founders of these cele- 
brated monasteries were accustomed to 
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designate him “The Saint.” So wide- 
spread was the fame of his sanctity, that on 
one occasion, when visiting St. Finbar’s 
mon istery on the Shannon, the whole pop- 
ulation went out to meet him, singing 
hymns and psalms; and so vast was the 
concourse following Columba to the church, 
that it was found necessary to surround 
him with a rail of wood carried by four 
men, to prevent his being incommoded by 
the multitudes hastening to kiss the hem 
of his garment. 

At this period the light of the Catholic 
faith was burning brilliantly in Ireland, and 
the great schools founded by Irish saints 
were frequented by the youth of various 
lands, who could not receive education in 
their own countries. Not far from Ireland, 
in the Highlands of Scotland and the 
Western Islands, paganism still flourished 
amongst the inhabitants. The mission of 
Palladius (of whom we have spoken in the 
life of St. Patrick), was very unsuccessful, 
and those regions were still buried in the 
darkness of superstition and idolatry. How, 
therefore, could Columba tarry in his own 
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land, while Christ, the perpetual object of 
his adoration and hymns, was unknown to 
the wild tribes who sailed the western seas, 
and dwelt in the Orkneys and Highlands? 
Burning with holy zeal to impart the light 
of the Gospel to those who had not received 
it, Columba resolved to leave Ireland, and 
become the apostle of the Northern Piets. 

It was in the year 563, that our Saint, 
accompanied by twelve companions, sailed 
from his native shores, in a currach, or 
wicker boat covered with hides, and land- 
ed at a point of the island of Iona, now 
known as Port-a-(?urrach. This little island, 
three miles long by one wide, was given to 
Columba, by his kinsman Conal, king of 
the Albanian Scots, and as soon as he took 
possession of it he laid the foundation of 
that far-famed seminary, “which,” says 
Johnson, “was once the luminary of the 
Caledonian regions, whence savage clans 
and roving barbarians derived the benefits 
of knowledge and the blessings of religion.” 
Till the coming of Columba this island 
(previously called Hy), was uninhabited, 
and his first care was to erect two or three 
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small churches, and a dwelling place for 
himself and his monks. He then covered 
its loamy pastures with sheep, and the 
monks tilled the soil and made it produce 
every esculent that was necessary for their 
meagre support. 

Columba having made these preliminary 
arrangements, immediately commenced his 
mission, and after having sailed among the 
isles and along the shores of Scotland, 
where he preached and baptized, he deter- 
mined to visit the Northern Piets who in- 
habited all Scotland to the north of the 
Grampian Mountains. Brude, the king, 
refused to receive him, and ordered his 
gates to be closed against him, but when 
the Saint made the sign of the cross the 
gates opened, and Brude and his council, 
despite the remonstrances of the Druids, 
being terrified by the prodigy, came forth 
to meet the apostle of Christ. Now it so 
happened that the child of a family who 
had received baptism at the hands of our 
Saint, died soon afterwards, and the Magi 
or Druids took occasion to attribute his 
decease to the preaching and baptism of 
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Columba, alleging tbat their gods were 
stronger than his God. On hearing this, 
Columba visited the house of the deceased, . 
and having exhorted the parents to confide 
in the true God, he approached the hier and 
commanded the dead youth, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, to arise and stand on his feet. 
The boy rose up on the instant, and Colum- 
ha, taking him by the hand, gave him to 
his parents. This miracle was wrought in 
the presence of a vast multitude who glori- 
fied the God of Columba, and were baptized 
by his holy hands. Brude likewise received 
baptism, and thenceforth proved himself 
the protector of our Saint, and a zealous 
patron of Christianity. 

Thus in the vicinity of Inverness was Christ 
made known to the barbarous Northern 
Piets by an Irish Saint, who was the first 
to rear the cross amongst them. As to the 
Southern Piets, we learn on the authority 
of Venerable Bede, “ that they had long 
before forsaken the errors of idolatry at the 
preaching of Ninias, a most reverend bishop 
and holy man of the British nation, who 
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had been regularly instructed at Borne in 
the faith and mysteries of the truth.” 

Having left ecclesiastics duly qualified to 
watch over his first converts and to extend 
the blessings of the faith, Columba founded 
a church near King B rude’s residence and 
then proceeded to the Orkneys. The prince 
of these islands was staying at the court of 
Brude at the time when Columba came to 
preach, and he gladly extended his protec- 
tion to the holy missionary. Accompanied 
by one of his disciples named Cormac, he 
sailed to the Orkneys, and after having 
baptized multitudes of the inhabitants, he 
there erected various churches or cells. 

The most remarkable scenes of his apos- 
tolic labors were the Hebrides or "Western 
Islands; to which he sailed frequently from 
Iona, accompanied by his monks, who as- 
sisted him in preaching and baptizing. In 
every one of the islands he founded churches 
and religious communities, and supplied, 
their inhabitants with religious teachers. 
In the island of Hymba (Inch-Mamock) he 
erected a monastery and placed over it his 
maternal uncle Ernan. This island had 
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peculiar attractions for Columba, and it was 
here that he was visited by four great 
founders of the Irish monasteries, Comgall, 
Canice, Brendan of Clonfert, and Cormac. 
Here while Columba was celebrating Mass, 
Brendan beheld a pillar of flame ascending 
from his head, which shone over him from 
the time of the consecration till the termina- 
tion of the holy sacrifice. In the Island of 
Eig (or Egg) he built more than one mon- 
astery, and one of these was governed by 
Baithen, who succeeded him in the abbacy 
of Iona. He visited the island of Skye, and 
there likewise erected cells, after having 
brought the people from idolatry to the 
worship of the true God. 

"Whilst engaged in diffusing the blessings 
of Christianity and civilization amongst 
the islanders, Columba needed all the influ- 
ence of his holy apostolic character to pro- 
tect them against the wild marauders who 
came to pillage them. Some of these pirates 
were Christians, and Columba excommunica- 
ted their leader, John. This so exasperated 
hisf ollowers, that one of them determined to 
murder the Saint ; but God interposed, and 
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miraculously preserved the life of his bless- 
ed servant. 

The labors of St. Columha were not con- 
fined to the Western Islands, tor we find 
him proceeding to Loch Awe, in Argyle, 
and there establishing a monastery, over 
which he placed one of his monks, named 
Cailten. During his sojourn in this region 
he visited St. Kentigern, Bishop of Glasgow, 
and passed some days with him. ’Tismore 
than probable that he spent some time in 
North Britain, and preached the faith there. 
He was now so universally venerated as the 
apostle of the Highlands and Western 
islands of Scotland, that the most eminent 
men of his time, bishops and secular princes, 
Pictish and Scottish, resorted to Iona to 
consult him on spiritual and temporal mat- 
ters. When Conall, monarch of the Bri- 
tish-Scots, died, Aidan his successor sailed 
* to Iona, and was there crowned king by 
Columba. Nor was he unmindful of the 
institutions which he had founded in Ireland, 
for he frequently visited them, and main- 
tained constant correspondence with those 
whom he appointed to govern them. 
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Amongst his other gifts, God bestowed 
on him that of prophecy, and the life of 
our Saint abounds with many proofs of 
this special favor. The revelations which 
Heaven empowered him to make are innu- 
merable: and it would seem that the past 
and future were both laid bare to his vision. 
Thus on one occasion, when the monks were 
chanting at mass, and had come to that 
part of the service in which it was custom- 
ary to commemorate the name of St. Mar- 
tin, Columba cried out — “This day you 
must sing (or pray) for the holy bishop Co- 
lumbanus;” and thus was the death of that 
Saint, which occurred in Ireland, made 
known to the monks of Iona. When St. 
Brendan passed out of this life, God revealed 
the fact to Columba, who ordered his com- 
munity to offer the holy sacrifice for the 
peace of his soul. On another occasion he 
thus addreseed his monks — “We intend to 
fast on to-morrow (Wednesday); but on ac- 
count of a stranger who is to be with us, 
the fast will be broken.” ' How on the 
Wednesday morning, which for a long pe- 
riod was kept as a fast by the Irish Church, 
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Aidan, a disciple of St. Brendan of Cion* 
t'ert, landed at Iona, and Colnmba com* 
pelled his fatigued guest to partake of neces- 
sary refreshment, before the hour for break- 
ing the fast had come. On another occasion 
he was visited by Cronan, a bishop of Mun- 
ster who through humility did all he could 
to conceal his exalted dignity. Columba, 
as yet ignorant of his guest’s rank, desired 
him to celebrate mass on a Sunday. Cro- 
nan did so, and when breaking the conse- 
crated Host called on Columba to join him 
as a priest in breaking the Lord’s bread. 
Columba then ascended the altar, and said 
— “Christ bless you brother; do you alone 
break it according to the episcopal rite; 
for now we know that you are a bishop. 
Why have you concealed yourself so as not 
to let us pay the veneration due to you by 
us?” 

Notwithstanding the missionary labors 
which incessantly employed our Saint, he 
devoted much time to the seminary in the 
island of Iona, which became so famed for 
its learning and sanctity that it was fre- 
quented by vast multitudes of scholars 
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from every part of the world. Columba 
was ably assisted in diffusing the blessings 
of education by his monks, for they were 
all singularly gifted with learning and piety. 
In fact, Iona was the seat and centre of 
civilisation and enlightenment, not alone to 
Scotland and England, but to the dreary 
regions of Iceland. When the Norwegians 
discovered that country, a. d. 900, they 
found Irish monks there ; and there can be 
no reason to doubt that Christianity was 
first preached to the inhabitants of those 
frozen regions by the Irish monks of Iona. 
The grand object of Columba’s life was to 
discover any spot of earth where Christ 
was unknown, and there to preach Him to 
the ignorant and benighted. At the age of 
seventy years, Cumian, a monk of Iona, set 
out for Italy, and was there consecrated a 
bishop, and Colman, a disciple of the same 
school, and afterwards Bishop of Lindis- 
fame, sailed for England to preach the faith 
there, when the snows of eighty years were 
on his venerable head. In a word, the 
great school of Iona, was in its time the 
principal seat of learning for the European 
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nations, and from it sprang countless mon- 
asteries and upwards of three, hundred 
churches founded by Columb-Kille. “The 
monks who inhabited Iona,” says Venera- 
ble Bede, “labored to diffuse the science of 
divine knowledge amongst the English.” 
How singularly blessed by Heaven was the 
man who could govern so many holy foun- 
dations the inmates of which differed so 
widely in languages and customs, for they 
all looked up to him as to their head and 
chief! Considering the rude age in which 
he lived, can we fancy any spectacle worthier 
of men’s gratitude and admiration than 
that presented to us by the whole life of 
St. Columba? every act of that life and 
every impulse of his heart had God for its 
object. To diffuse God’s glory he sailed 
from island to island, preaching and bap- 
tizing, healing the sick and infirm, some- 
times miraculously, that his mission might 
be proved to be from God, and sometimes 
according to medical science ; for his know- 
ledge included all the sciences in a most 
eminent degree. "Wheresoever he preached 
the people were reclaimed from superstition 
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and barbarism ; for as soon as he had taught 
them to adore the one true God, and to 
kneel at the sacrifice of the new law, he in- 
structed them in the knowledge of agricul- 
ture and the other arts so necessary for 
Christian and civilized life. 

In his intervals of repose in Iona, he su- 
perintended the education of scholars and 
sages, preparing youth for the reception of 
holy orders, that they might ultimately go 
forth to preach the Catholic faith, and in- 
structing secular princes in these lessons of 
polity which were necessary for the good 
government of their subjects. 

With his own hand he frequently tran- 
scribed the Gospels and Psalms, and he also 
composed various hymns in the Latin and 
Irish tongues. He consecrated his poetical 
powers, which were of a high order, to cel- 
ebrating the praises of the Blessed Trinity, 
St. Kieran of Clonmacnoise; and St. Brigid, 
the patroness of Ireland. In the centre of 
Iona he caused a mound to be raised, and 
to this he daily resorted to look across the 
waters in the direction of Ireland, that he 
might invoke the blessings of heaven on the 
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land which sent him forth to bring the 
tidings of salvation to the inhabitants of 
the Scottish Islands. Tradition still points 
out this mound, as the 44 place of the back 
turned on Ireland.” Another mound, called 
44 Cnocaingeal” (the angel’s hill) is still 
shown as a spot which the Saint used to 
frequent for prayer and meditation. His 
communing with God was unbroken, and 
he conversed frequently with the angels, 
whose gloiy shone around him as it did 
over John in the island of Patmos. His, 
in truth, was a life of prayer and praise and 
austerest mortification. The monastic rule 
which he established caused his monks to 
assemble thrice every night, and as often in V 
the day for prayer. He himself prayed ;*& 
when others slept, and more than once was : \Z 
he known to have spent three days and - 
nights without eating or drinking, in this 
intimate intercourse with God. On one of 
these occasions, says Adaman, “when he 
had given strict orders that no one should 
approach him, we beheld torrents of heav- 
enly light streaming through the chinks Had 
fissures of the hut wherein he passed the 
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night praying.” Irradiated by such efful- 
gence, he had present to his soul the events 
that were occurring in Ireland. Thus, on 
one occasion, while he was writing, his face 
suddenly grew pale, and, dropping his pen, 
he exclaimed “ Help, help,” and he then cast 
himself down to pray for one of his monks 
who was dying in Durrow. Again, when 
sailing, near the raging gulf of Coirevrecain, 
he told those who were with him that he 
relied for his safety on the intercession of 
St. Kenneth, who was then in Iona. St. 
Kenneth had a revelation that Columba was 
at that instant in danger, and rising, with 
only one shoe, he hastened to the church, 
and besought God for the preservation of 
his friend. On his return, Columba address- 
ed Kenneth thus: — “I knew that God 
would hear thy prayer, and greatly were 
we benefited by thy rapid race to the 
church, with only one shoe on.” 

In the year 590 the Irish princes met at 
the hill of Drum-ceat, near Glengiven, in 
Deny, to settle two most important points 
which then engrossed the attention of 
the whole nation. The first was that the 
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Scots of Caledonia laid claim to the district 
of Dalaraidia, in Antrim, which was denied 
to them by the Irish monarch, Aadh. The 
second cause for convening this council arose 
from the number of persons practising the 
Bardic and antiquarian profession in Ireland, 
whom it was intended to suppress. St. Co- 
lumba was invited to attend this grand con- 
gress, and he accordingly came from Iona. 
As to the Dalaraidian question, our Saint 
proposed that it should be left to the arbi- 
tration of Colman, a learned and holy per- 
son, who decided that the Caledonian Scots 
had no right to the land of Antrim, but 
that they were entitled to the co-operation 
of the Dalaradians in all just wars. As to 
the Bards, he pleaded so earnestly in their 
behalf, that restrictive laws were enacted 
by the assembly, which limited their num- 
ber, and thus saved them from utter destruc- 
tion. 

After the assembly of Drum-ceat had 
risen, St. Columba made a visitation to 
nearly all his holy foundations in Ireland. 
He visited the monastery of Derry, and 
thence proceeded to Durrow, which was 


Digitized by Google 


Life of St. Columb-Kille. 25 

then governed by St. Lasren. Here he re- 
mained some time making various regula- 
tions regarding discipline; and on leaving 
this spot so dear to his heart, he composed 
a pathetic farewell in Irish verses addressed 
to the monks. From Durrow he went to 
Clonmacnoise, over which St. Alitherus 
then presided as abbot. This great monas- 
tery was founded by St. Kieran, a. d. 548, on 
the western bank of the Shannon. "While 
the Saint remained in this splendid monas- 
tery, where so many generations of holy 
men and kings now lie waiting the resurrec- 
tion, he was visited by thousands of the 
population, who came to seek healing and 
benediction at his hands. From this estab- 
lishment he returned to Ulster, where he 
met St. Comgall, in the vicinity of Drum- 
ceat. Comgall was the founder of the great 
monastery of Bangor, which, because it sent 
so many missionaries through Europe, was 
compared by St. Bernard (in his life of St. 
Malachy) to a hive of bees, and to a spread- 
ing river. Having bade farewell to Com- 
gall, our Saint proceeded to Coleraine, where 
the bishop, Conall, prepared a magnificent 
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entertainment for him and his fellow-tra- 
vellers. This was the last place which St. 
Columba visited in Ireland, and we now meet 
him in Iona — “ the island of his heart” — 
bending beneath the weight of years, and 
yet actively employed with the government 
of his various churches and monasteries. 

St. Columba had now attained his seven- 
tieth year, and the success with which God 
had blessed his missionary labors, caused 
men to style him a the Apostle of the Scots 
and Piets.” “Though he lived in a small 
island,” says Adamnan, “yet God made him 
renowned, not only through all Britain and 
Ireland, but through Spain, France, and 
Italy, and particularly in Rome, the great- 
est city in the world.” More than one hun- 
dred of Columba’s disciples have been canon- 
ized by the Church, while the monasteries 
and churches founded by him, number 
fully three hundred. All the churches of 
the Western Isles were planted by him. To 
him the church of Dunkeld, the monastery 
of Inch-colm, that of Govan, on the Clyde, 
of Achaluing in Eic, and that of Kill-diun, 
at Lochow, date their origin. Most of the 
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Scotch parishes bear the names of his disci- 
ples, and the vast number of places whose 
designations begin with Kill, (church or 
cell), evidences the multiplicity of sacred 
edifices erected by Columba. His coadju- 
tors, in diffusing the blessings of Catholi- 
cism and civilization, were all eminent for 
learning and sanctity, and numbers of the 
Irish and Scottish chieftains laid down the 
sword to embrace the monastic rule of Iona. 
The term of probation prescribed by St. Co- 
lumba, before presenting any of his disciples 
to be ordained priests was very long, and we 
find him on one occasion rejecting a candi- 
date who had spent seven years in study, 
and sending him back to school for seven 
years more. The sanctity and zeal and the 
learning of such a community could not fail 
to bring down the greatest blessings on the 
people over whom our Saint presided. His 
whole life was devoted to activity. Com- 
mitting the care of Iona to some experienced 
disciple, he would sail from island to island, 
occasionally visiting the inland country, 
preaching and baptising, erecting churches 
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and monasteries, and providing worthy min- 
isters for the sacred functions. 

Nor was our Saint less remarkable for his 
hospitality and tenderness of heart. Every 
pilgrim who sought Iona for spiritual or 
temporal comfort met a cordial welcome 
from the community, and might bide there 
as long as he pleased. “Never,” says Adam- 
nan, “ did he know of any one afflicted by 
any spiritual or bodily want, whom he did 
not relieve to the best of his power. "With 
those who toiled he also toiled ; he sympahised 
with the sickand sorrowing ; he shed his tears 
with those who wept, and often with those 
who did not weep. A spirit of holy charity 
directed all his movements, and this charity 
was extended even to the irrational crea- 
ture. On hearing of the death of a smith 
who was remarkable for his alms-giving, 
Columba thus addressed the man who 
brought him the news : “ Happy man ! who 
with the labor of his hands hath obtained 
from God such eternal rewards in heaven; 
for whatever he could make of his trade, 
that he gave to the poor, and now his soul 
is conducted by angels to paradise.” Walk- 
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ing by the sea-shore, he saw a crane so 
spent by its long flight across the waters 
from Ireland that it was obliged to alight 
and rest its wearied wings: “ Go,” said the 
Saint to one of his monks, “ bring it to the 
nearest house, feed it and take care of it till 
it recover strength, so as to be able to cross 
the sea again to its native home.” 

There can be no doubt that St. Columba 
conversed with the angels, and that God 
enabled him to predict many events. Whilst 
this chosen servant of God lay sleeping 
on the bare ground, with a stone for his 
pillow, the eyes of his soul beheld the 
“ spirits of the just carried by angels to the 
highest heaven;” and he likewise saw the 
souls of the reprobate borne down to hell by 
demons. “Last night,” says he, “I saw 
heaven opened, and choirs of angels coming 
out to meet the soul of Brendan;” and Ad- 
amnan tells us that, even in his time, “ a 
heavenly light and frequent manifestation 
of angels was seen at Columba’s tomb.” 
The most remarkable of his prophecies re- 
gard Tara ahd Iona. “Behold,” said he to 
a companion, “ There is Tara, adorned with 
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a royal palace; but the time is approaching* 
when it shall be left desolate, a monument 
of the instability of human greatness. Why 
should we love the things that are tran- 
sient ?” Nor less remarkable is the pro- 
phecy relating to Iona. “Oh, my loved 
abode, where now the praises of God re- 
sound, the time shall come when lowing 
herds shall occupy the place of monks ; but 
better ages shall succeed, and praises shall 
once more echo in this blessed place.” 

The Saint had now attained his seventy- 
seventh year, and on a Sunday, while cele- 
brating Mass, his countenance was suddenly 
lit by a celestial radiance which filled him 
with ecstatic joy. Being asked to account 
for this, he answered: “that he had seen 
an angel, coming to bring to God something 
that was precious in his sight.” Eight days 
after this, being in company with Diermit, 
the latter said, “during this year you have 
often saddened us by the mention of your 
death.” “Yes,” replied the Saint, “but I 
will now be more explicit. This day is 
called the Sabbath, and indeed it will be a 
Sabbath to me ; for it is to me the last day 
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of this toilsome life; for on tins sacred 
night, at the midnight hour, I go the way 
of my fathers. So hath my gracioos Lord 
revealed, and all my desire and joy is to be 
with Him.” Leaving Diermit he ascended 
an eminence which commanded a view of 
the whole island, and lifting up his hands 
he blessed it. Jtetuming to his cell he sat 
down to transcribe the Psalms, and on com- 
ing to the passage, “They who seek the 
Lord shall not want any good thing ”• — he 
remarked, “I have come to a very proper 
part to stop at; for the following words, 
‘Come ye children, hearken unto me, I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord,’ will better 
suit my successor. I will therefore leave it to 
Baithen (whom he used to compare to John 
the Evangelist), to transcribe them.” He 
then went to the church to assist at the 
evening service, and coming back to his cell 
gave the following instructions to Diermit : 
“ Go, tell my children fo live in peace, and 
to love one another. If they do this, the 
God who upholds the good will help them ; 
and now that I am going to dwell with him, 
I will pray that you may have a sufficiency 
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of the necessaries of the present transitory 
life, and a share in the everlasting happiness 
He has prepared for those who keep His 
holy laws.” At midnight the bell tolled, 
and the saint hastened to the church and 
knelt at the altar Diermit and those who 
accompanied him, on approaching the sacred 
edifice, beheld it illuminated by a celestial 
effulgence, which vanished as they crossed 
the threshold. Diermit then asked in a 
piteous voice, “Oh, my father, where art 
thou ? ” And making his way to the altar 
he found the Saint kneeling as in prayer. 
Diermit raised him up and reclined his head 
on his bosom till the lamps were brought, 
when the monks wailed aloud around their 
dying father. The Saint lifted up his eyes, 
and after having made a feeble effort to 
give his blessing to the community, he sur- 
rendered his holy soul into the bands of his 
Creator. Thus died St. Columb-Kille on 
the ninth day of June, 597, in the seventy- 
seventh year of his age. 

Angels announced his death to some of 
his brethren in Ireland. “And on that 
night,” says Adamnan, “ the fishermen in 
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Glen Fende beheld a pillar of fire illuminat- 
ing the sky. This luminous pillar, brighter 
than the noon-day sun, rose up from Iona, 
-while loud harmonious anthems of innum- 
erable choirs of angels ascending with Co- 
lumba’s soul, were distinctly heard. When 
this pillar of light reached the heavens, 
darkness returned, as if the sun had sud- 
denly set at noon.” 

“After the spirit had departed,” con- 
tinues Adamnan, “ when the morning hymns 
were ended, the sacred body was carried 
from the church to the monastery by the 
brethren, amidst the loud singing of psalms, 
and kept for three days and three nights, 
which we spent in the sweet praises of God. 
The venerable body of our blessed patron 
wrapped in linen sheets, and laid in a coffin, 
was then buried with all due respect, to 
rise in radiant and eternal glory on the day 
of the resurrection.” Baithen, Columba’s 
beloved disciple, succeeded him in the abba- 
cy. Thenceforth Iona became holy ground, 
and many a king and chieftain requested to 
be interred near the relics of the Saint. 
The Pictish Chronicle relates that Kenneth 
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Mac Alpin caused the remains of fit. Colum- 
ba to be removed to a church which he had 
built for them in his territory. They were 
subsequently translated to Ireland by John 
De Courcy, in 1185, and placed in the 
cathedral of Down, along with the shrines 
of St. Patrick and St. Brigid. The great 
school of Iona continued to flourish till the 
ninth century, when the Danes frequently 
pillaged it, and massacred its inmates. 

Iona is now an island of ruins and deso- 
lation; the Bearbird and “the lowing herd” 
seek shelter within the precincts of its 
mouldering cathedral. Its altar, rebuilt by 
the converted Norwegian pirates, has been 
cast down by the sacrilegious adherents of 
the Lutheran heresy; but the time may 
soon come when Columba’s prophecy shall 
be fulfilled — when the Lord will collect the 
scattered stones of the sanctuary, and cause 
his name to be glorified by the “ inhabitants 
of the Islands.” 

“The two Irish Saints,” says Anthony of 
of Yepez,“Columbaand Columbanus, were 
so illustrious, that either of them would be 
alone sufficient to give celebrity to the 


Digitized by Google 


35 


Life of Su Columb-Kille . 

whole nation to which they belonged. Ab 
they had the same name, so they had also 
the same generous zeal, and made the same 
noble exertions to spread the Gospel among 
heathen nations in foreign lands.” 

PRAYER. 

May the intercession, 0 Lord, of the 
blessed abbot, Columb-kille, recommend us 
to Thee; that what we cannot hope for 
through our own merits, we may obtain 
through his prayers. Through Christ, oui 
Lord. Amen. 


THE END. 
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SAINT CLOTILDA, 

QTJEeW or FB Alton. 

[A.D. 649 .] 

II^SgLOTILDA was daughter of Chilper- 
ic, brother of Gondebaud, king of the 
Burgundians. She was a very young 
child when she lost her father, her mother, 
and her two brothers, who fell victims to 
the ambitious cruelty of this uncle. She and 
her sister were preserved from the general 
massacre on account of their tender years. 
Her sister was imprisoned in a monas- 
tery, where she became a nun, and Clo- 
tilda was retained in the court by Gonde- 
baud. This court was invested by the im- 
pious heresy of Anus (who denied the di- 
vinity of the Son of God) ; but Clotilda had 
the great happiness of being reared in the 
holy Catholic faith. 
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In the midst of a corrupted court, Clotil- 
da preserved herself from all contamina- 
tion, and the thorny path she had to tread, 
caused her to loath a world whose maxims 
were in direct opposition to those of the 
Gospel. Clotilda, nevertheless, was an ob- 
ject of admiration to the king and his 
nobility ; her genius, beauty, modesty, and 
gentleness won her the esteem of Clovis, 
king of the Franks. 

This monarch sent an ambassador, named 
Aurelien, to ask her in marriage. Gonde- 
haud was greatly excited by this suit, and 
replied — “ My ministers and people may now 
perceive that the king of the Franks seeks 
to quarrel with me.” Then addressing Au- 
relien, he said: “You come here as a spy, 
and this marriage-suit is only a mask for 
your infamous designs.” Aurelien answered : 
“Reflect, illustrious prince, on what you are 
about to do ; the king of the Franks, my 
sovereign, sends me to ask the hand of the 
princess Clotilda in marriage; she consents 
to the proposal, and awaits your acqui- 
escence.” 

At length Gondebaud consented to his 
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niece’s marriage, not so much for any affec- 
tion he bore her, as for his dread of Clovis, 
who dwelt near him. It was stipulated 
that the princess should be at liberty to 
practise her religion ; and she then set out 
with the ambassador of King Clovis, accom- 
panied by a retinue suitable to her exalted 
rank. Clovis came to meet her at Soissons, 
and was there solemnly espoused to her, iu 
the year 493. 

"When Clovis sent Aurelien to the court 
of Gondebaud, in the absence of the latter 
prince, in order to sound Clotilda’s disposi- 
tions, the favorite (Aurelien) gave the prin- 
cess reasons for believing that his master 
would embrace the Christian religion: 
nay, he almost promised this on behalf of 
Clovis. In fact, if there had not been some 
such promise, Clotilda never would have 
consented to wed a pagan, notwithstanding 
the sort of captivity in which she was 
obliged to live. 

After her arrival at the court of Clovis, 
she recalled to his memory the hope he had 
held out to her, through his ambassador; 
but she had to content herself with a vague 
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promise that he would consider the mat* 
ter. 

Great was the affliction of Clotilda, now 
that she had become the sponse of a pagan ; 
but' she hoped that the foroe of her example, 
and the tears which she shed copiously at 
the feet of the Crucified, would bring about 
his conversion to the Catholic faith. 

Although dwelling in a pagan court, Clo- 
tilda led an angelic life. In her husband’s 
palace she erected a small oratory, where 
she spent much of her time in prayer. The 
happiness she experienced in this intimate 
conversation with her God, never caused her 
to forget the duties she owed to her social 
position. She kept strict watch over the 
women of her retinue, and oomported her- 
self in all things with the greatest dignity. 
Her wisdom and prudenee edified and char- 
med the whole court. 

Her extensive charities to the poor made 
her an object of love to the people; and the 
king, day after day, began to thank Heaven 
for having given him such a wife. When 
his temper grew hot and waxed wrathful, 
she met him with Christian mildness. In 
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all matters that were not of important mo- 
ment, she conformed herself to his ideas; 
she approved whatsoever he loved, and 
sought every occasion of seconding his 
tastes. 

Clotilda having thus discovered the ten- 
dencies of her husband’s heart, and know- 
ing that he loved her, thought of nothing 
but her grand project of converting him to 
Jesus Christ. In order to realise what St. 
Paul lays down — the faithful wife sancti- 
fies the unbelieving husband — she sum- 
moned to her aid all the resources sugges- 
ted to her by Christian charity, that she 
might lead him to the adoption of the true 
faith. Often and often would she reason 
with him on the vanity of his idols, and on 
the great excellence of the Christian religion. 
The king took pleasure in listening to her, 
because she held conversation with him in 
convincing and charming language. But 
the moment had not yet arrived, and Clo- 
tilda, who knew that prayer obtains all 
things from God, waited patiently and con- 
fidenly till He would deign to hearken to 
her petitions. 
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Cloyis meanwhile, in complaisance to his 
wife, consented that the first fruit of their 
marriage should receive baptism. But God, 
who wished to try Clotilda, permitted the 
child to die, after receiving the sacrament 
of regeneration. Clovis, in his desperation, 
reproached his spouse, and thus addressed 
her bitterly : “ My son died because he was 
baptized in the name of your God; he now 
would be living had he been placed under 
the protection of my gods.” The Saint en- 
dured this rebuke with patience, in the full- 
est assurance that God would take com- 
passion on her. 

Having become the mother of a second 
son, Clotilda persuaded her husband to con- 
sent to the infant’s baptism. In a short 
time afterwards, the young prince who was 
called Clodomir, fell dangerously ill. On 
this occasion Clovis could not restrain the 
transports of his exasperation; but Clotilda, 
placing all her confidence in God, devoted 
herself to prayer, and obtained miraculous- 
ly the cure of the sick child. On seeing 
this Clovis was pacified, and acknowledged 
the power of the God of the Christians. 
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The pious Clotilda seized this as a favorable 
opportunity to exhort him with all her 
power to renounce the worship of idols. 

One day that she found him in a contem- 
plative mood, after conferring on her many 
marks of his love and liberality, she turned 
the conversation on the sanctity of the Gos- 
pel, and reminded him forcibly of the pro- 
mise he had given her that he would re- 
nounce paganism. "Withal this conversation 
was fruitless. Clovis dreaded to displease 
his subjects by changing his religion ; but 
at last the wished-for moment came; Clovis 
determined to embrace Christianity, and 
we will now relate the circumstances that 
led to his conversion. 

Clovis went to war with the Germans, 
and gave them battle at Tolbiac, near Co- 
logne. The meeting of the two nations 
was terrible, for they were equally brave 
and equally jealous of their liberty and 
glory ; but after a long and bloody resistance, 
the Franks were forced to retreat. Seeing 
this the Germans redoubled their vigor, and 
fell in masses on the Franks. In this terri- 
bl« extremity, Clovis called to mind his 
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wife’s advice, “God of Clotilda,” he ex- 
claimed, “come thou to mine aid, if thou 
givest me the victory I will have no other 
God but thee.” Scarcely had he uttered 
those words, when the soldiers who sur- 
rounded him were re-animated by the most 
dauntless courage ; while he himself inspired, 
as it were, with new ardor, rallied his re- 
treating columns, and advancing at the head 
of a few hundred men, fell sword in hand 
on the masses that approached to envelop 
him. Having utterly routed them, Clovis 
threw himself on the other battalions, who 
shared the same fate. Terror had now 
taken possession of the Germans ; they were 
totally defeated, and their king, with the 
great majority of his army, lay dead on the 
field of battle. 

Aftei this signal victory, Clovis revealed 
to Clotilda the vow he had made and his 
determination to carry it out without delay. 
Transported with joy, the princess gave 
thanks to God, and caused this thanksgiv- 
ing to be made general throughout the 
whole of her kingdom. She then passed 
whole nights in prayer, beseeching God to 
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finish the work He had begun. For this 
purpose she gave copious alms to the poor, 
that she might obtain the aid of their 
prayers. Thus did she hope that Heaven, 
moved by her petitions and tears, would 
soon accord the grace that she so long and 
so earnestly craved. 

Whilst Clotilda was praying for her hus- 
band, he, now the vanquisher of his ene- 
mies, was following the tide of his con- 
quests. 

Considerable bodies of the Germans had 
retired to Mount Jura and the Lake of 
Geneva ; thither he marched in pursuit of 
them. Those Germans passed afterwards 
into Italy, and took refuge in the dominions 
of Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, who 
wrote to Clovis, congratulating him on his 
victory and beseeching his favor for the 
conquered refugees. Theodoric was married 
to Audefelde, Clovis sister, and the follow- 
ing is the letter of which we have spoken. 

“The alliance existing between us, causes 
me to take the greatest interest in the glory 
lately acquired by the Franks, by whom 
the Germans have been subjugated to thy 
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victorious sway. Cease then to pursue the 
unfortunate remains of that nation who have 
sought an asylum within the territories 
of thy kinsmen. Consider what a great 
achievement it is to have won such a mighty 
victoiy, to have compelled such vast multi- 
tudes to ask quarter and mercy at thy 
hands, after having slain their king in the 
battle-field. Remember that multitudes of 
his people have been overthrown, and have 
now become the subjects of a foreign prince! 
We send to you expressly for the purpose 
of beseeching you to relinquish all hostility 
against the Germans. Our messengers are 
charged to communicate orally with you 
on subjects of great importance, and to re- 
veal unto you secrets of great moment. 
Our prosperity is identified with youre. 
With joy we learn of your success, being 
persuaded that it will conduce to the wel- 
fare of the kingdom of Italy.” 

Those important affairs appear to have 
been either a treaty of alliance that Gonde- 
baud, king of the Burgundians made with 
the emperor Anastasius, or some matter 
touching the supplies which the people of 
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Brittany demanded of the emperor. What- 
ever may have been its nature, certain it is 
that after the receipt of this letter, Clovis 
refrained from inflicting further injuries on 
the Germans. Some of them retired into 
Italy and some into Switzerland, which be- 
longed to Theodoric, and fixed their abodes 
there. 

Clovis’ victory enlarged the boundaries of 
his dominions in Germany, Sigebert, King 
of Cologne, having been seriously wounded, 
and forced to retire into his kingdom after 
the battle, could not share in the conquests 
of Clovis, and the jealousy arising from 
this led to his destruction. Nor were these 
the only advantages which Clovis derived 
from the battle of Tolbiac ; on his return he 
attacked the Arboriques, (a people inhabit- 
ing Zelande, a province of the Low Coun- 
tries) whom he totally subjugated. He then 
beseiged Paris; but the city being defended 
by the allies as their chiefest stronghold, 
gave him the most decided resistance. In 
fact, Clovis did not possess all the material 
of war necessary for pushing the siege. 
Moreover the approach to Paris was very 
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difficult, aud the king was thus forced from 
time to time to turn the Beige into a block* 
ade, according to the actual state of his 
circumstances. 

Saint Genevieve, the dearly beloved of the 
Parisians, devoted all her pious cares to the 
sick of the city, whose sufferings at this 
disastrous moment were extreme. There 
can be no doubt that this Saint whose repu- 
tation was diffused throughout France and 
Asia, was known to Queen Clotilda. The 
religion which they both professed must 
have united them in a holy bond, and the 
marriage of the pious queen with the king 
of the Franks must have filled the ardent 
soul of Saint Genevieve with the greatest 
consolations, as she clearly foresaw the un- 
bounded advantages which the church and 
the faithful should receive if Clovis were to 
become a Christian. 

Saint Genevieve, therefore, in unison with 
the Christians, supplicated Queen Clotilda 
to press on her husband the necessity of 
embracing the Catholic faith; but Clovis, 
who was very violent and impetuous, could 
not be so easily persuaded. Imbued from 
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his infancy with the errors of paganism, he 
cherished all the superstitions of the wor- 
shippers of the false gods, and Clotilda, who 
wept at seeing her children surrounded by 
idolators, vainly employed exhortations, 
prayers, and caresses, to touch a heart en- 
tirely absorbed by the pursuit of worldly 
glory. 

Clovis, who had now forgotten his vow 
and the signal favor granted to him by 
Heaven on the field of Tolbiac, thought of 
nothing but attacking Paris with his entire 
army. To reduce the Parisians, he pushed 
the siege vigorously; but as the latter 
fought for their hearths and existence, nay, 
and for their religion, they defended them- 
selves with the courage of despair. They 
finally succumbed, it is true, but their defeat 
was attributable to the immense forces 
which were daily multiplied for their over- 
throw. 

Being convinced that they must sooner 
or later yield the city to Clovis, they once 
more joined their supplication to these of 
Saint Genevieve, and besought Queen Clo- 
tilda to hasten the conversion of the king, 
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wjhich was equally desired by both parties. 
In fact, there was no other means more 
prompt, more natural, or more conformable 
to the tender feelings of Genevieve and 
Clotilda to reunite the two parties; but Clo- 
vis, less politic than warlike, would employ 
nothing save force to secure conquests. 
Nevertheless, he had reason to apprehend 
that the allies and Parisians might solicit 
the aid of the Visigoths, although they 
were Arians, and execrated on account of 
the persecutions to which they subjected 
the Catholics living within their territories. 

Along with the Visigoths, Clovis had 
reason to dread the Burgundians, who had 
it in their power to come to the assistance 
of the former. Up to that moment the 
allies addressed themselves only to the em- 
peror of the East, whom they regarded as 
their legitimate sovereign; but how could 
they hope for succor from that quarter? 
The Vandals infested the Mediterranean; 
the imperial throne of the "West was occu- 
pied by a Visigoth king, and Italy, Spain, 
and the greater part of France, by different 
nations, who would not allow the imperial 
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troope to make a landing on their shores 
without attacking them sword in hand. 

Compelled to rely on their own resources, 
the allies defended themselves more by reli- 
gion than by the sword; Paris was their 
only strong point; and Genevieve, whose 
virtues were as brilliant as her piety, sus- 
tained their courage with a firmness all the 
more sure and unshaken, as she foresaw 
that the resistance offered to Clovis by the 
allies and the Parisians, must finally force 
him to abandon the worship of superstitious 
idols, and to embrace the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 

Clovis being now vanquished by difficul- 
ties, at length felt the necessities of abjur- 
ing his errors ; but his eyes were blinded to 
holy truth, and policy more than the desire 
of salvation determined him to renounce his 
idols. 

Dreading that if he delayed any longer, 
the Parisians might receive succors, he 
had also to fear a diversion in their favor 
on the borders of Germany. Thus was 
he influenced by the apprehension of failing 
in his ambitious projects, by the solicits- 
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tions of Clotilda and Saint Genevieve, and 
thus did he at last oonsent to receive 
Christian instruction. 

Availing herself of this opportune mo- 
ment, Queen Clotilda brought Saint Bemi 
to her consort, and he taught the rudiments 
of Catholicity to King Clotilda. 

The Church of France is indebted to 
Queen Clotilda for this great blessing. To 
her King Clovis was indebted for the hap- 
piness of receiving the true faith. That 
faith he received in all its purity from an 
Orthodox bishop, and the pious queen was 
very particular in this respect, for she had 
reason to dread the Arianism which then 
overspread France like a leprosy, under the 
domination of the Burgundians and Visi- 
goths. 

St. Bemi having presented himself to 
Clovis, held frequent interviews with him; 
and during these conferences he convinced 
the king that in order to become a Christ- 
ian he should renounce the foolish worship 
of idols. “They,” said the saint, “are un- 
able to assist themselves, and are, conse- 
quently, incapable of assisting others. Too 
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nu« therefore adore the true God,- the 
Creator of heaven and earth, and. of all 
things.” “ I will willingly do what you re- 
require,” replied Clovis, “but I fear that 
my Franks will no longer acknowledge me 
as their sovereign, if they find me abandon- 
ing their gods. Give me time to sound 
their feelings, and to assure myself of their 
fidelity.” 

With this intention Clovis assembled the 
Franks, his subjects, and in a few words 
told them all that was necessary for the 
occasion. The moment they comprehended 
what the king required of them, they one 
and all exclaimed as though they had been 
inspired, “we renounce the worship of 
perishable gods, and we here acknowledge 
the God whom the bishop of Reims an- 
nounces.” 

As soon as Saint Remi was informed of 
this blessed event, he gave orders to pre- 
pare the fonts. Every thing was now ar- 
ranged in the baptistery: thousands of wax 
lights gave an air of pomp and solemnity to 
the ceremony. The most fragrant incense 
exhaled perfumes within the precincts: 
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the walls of the court-yard were draped 
with tapestries, and the space overhead was 
canopied with embroidered cloths. When 
every thing had been made ready, the new 
Constantine presented himself and besought 
the holy bishop to regenerate him in the 
waters of baptism. Remi granted his re- 
quest, and as soon as the king entered the 
baptistery, the bishop before pouring the 
water on his head, addressed him in these 
words, “ Sicambre,bow thy head and humble 
thy heart : burn that which thou hast adored, 
and adore that which thou hast burnt.” 
The king of the Franks having confessed 
one God in three persons, was baptized in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. He was then 
anointed with the holy chrism, applied in 
the form of a cross. Three thousand of his 
subjects all of age to carry arms, received 
baptism along with him. Lantilde or Lan- 
tildis, one of his sisters, who had been an 
Arian, abjured heresy, and was reconciled 
to the church by holy unction. Another 
of his sisters named Alboflede, was also 
baptized with him. 
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The ceremony of the baptism of Clovis 
took place in the cathedral church of Reims, 
during the Christmas festivals of 496, the 
fifteenth year of the reign of Clovis, over 
the Franks, and in the thirtieth of his age. 
For eight days he wore the white robe 
according to the usage of the time. 

The Pope and the Catholic bishops wrote 
to him congratulating him on his conver- 
sion. Anastasius the Second, who then sat 
on the Apostolic throne of Peter, wrote to 
him in the following terms : — 

\ “ Anastasius, Pope , to his glorious and illus- 
trious son Clovis. 

“We congratulate you that your admis- 
sion to Christianity has taken place at the 
very time in which our pontificate com- 
menced. The Apostolic See cannot but re- 
joice at such a glorious event, in seeing such 
a great nation reuniting itself to it. 

“We have sent to you the priest Eumen- 
ius, to testify to you all the joy of your 
father in Jesus Christ ; and we doubt not 
that you will realize our hopes, and that 
fou will become the most powerful support 
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of our see, and the greatest consolation of 
that church which has placed you in the 
way of God. 

“Our dear, our glorious son, continue to 
give subjects of joy to your mother, (the 
church,) be to her a support solid as a pillar 
of iron, in order that her prayers may ob- 
tain from heaven that you may walk in the 
way of salvation, and that the Lord may 
scatter the enemies who surround thee at 
thy feet.” 

The enemies alluded to by the Pope were 
the Visigoths and the Burgundians, all 
Arians, whoni the pontiff delivered over to 
Clovis, who was now regarded by the Cath- 
olics of these two kingdoms as their protec- 
tor and their hope. In fact the conversion 
of Clovis served to hold the Gauls, all 
Christians, in his obedience, and to bring 
to his party the other subjects of the Gothic 
and Burgundian princes; for, as we have 
already said, Clovis was then the only Cath- 
olic sovereign. The king of the Visigoths, 
and he of the Burgundians, were Arians, as 
was also Theodoric, king of the Ostrogoths, 
who occupied Italy. The emperor Ze- o 
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was a Eutychien. The Pope saw in tfye 
king of the Franks the most potent protec- 
tor of Christianity, and of the Apostolic 
See. Ever since that moment the Holy See 
has regarded the king of the Franks as its 
eldest child. 

Now that Clotilda beheld her hnsband a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, she labored to di- 
rect all his thoughts and actions to the glory 
of God. It was at her instance that Clovis 
founded, in Paris (a. d. 511), the great 
church of Saints Peter and Paul, first pro- 
jected by St. Genevieve, and now bearing 
her name. Motived by feelings of profound- 
est veneration for the vicar of Jesus Christ, 
he sent a diadem of gold to Pope Hormis- 
das, as a mark of the consecration of his 
kingdom to God. He died on the 27th of 
November, 511, in the forty-fifth year of 
his age, and thirtieth of his reign. His 
tomb is still preserved in the church of St. 
Genevieve. 

Before dying, Clovis divided his states 
between his four sons, Thierri (first), Clo- 
domir, Childebert, and Clotaire the First. 
Those four sons lived thenceforth in the 
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most close union, and for this they were 
mainly indebted to the prudence of St. Clo- 
tilda. Brave and warlike, they successively 
turned their arms against the enemies of 
the state, and 4II yielded to their prowess ; 
but Clodomir having been slain at the very" 
moment of victory, his brothers divided his 
kingdom between them, to the prejudice of 
the three children whom he left almost in 
the cradle. 

Clotilda, who had now retired to Tours, 
near the tomb of Saint Martin, charged her- 
self with the education of her grand-chil- 
dren, in the hope of seeing them one day 
ascend the throne which their father had 
occupied. This hope, which she did not 
care to conceal, gave umbrage to the uncles 
of the young princes. 

Clotaire and Childebert then conceived 
and executed one of the niost atrocious 
deeds of which history has preserved the 
remembrance. 

As soon as Clotilda arrived in Paris with 
her grand-children, Childebert announced 
the fact to Clotaire, who immediately re- 
paired to the capital. After making all 
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arrangements, the two perfidious uncles sent 
to the queen, commanding that she should 
give up the three youths, in order, said they, 
that they may be solemnly invested with 
the titles of kings. The queen, who never 
distrusted them, sent the children to the 
palace of Childebert, where they were in- 
stantly arrested and committed to prison. 
The two kings then despatched a messenger 
to Clotilda, who presented to her a scissors 
and a sword, praying her to make choice 
of either. This was giving her to under- 
stand that her grand-children should either 
have their hair cropped off and be shut up 
in a monastery, or consigned to death. This 
terrible proposal horrified the queen; she 
bitterly rebuked herself for her having part- 
ed with her grand-children and in the excess 
of her grief, she unfortunately said that she 
would rather see them in their tomb than 
deprived of the throne to which their birth 
entitled them. 

The officer, without waiting for further 
answer, proceeded immediately to Clotaire, 
and in the presence of the young princes, 
now aware of the doom that overhung 
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them, reported the queen’s words. Thereon, 
Clotaire seized the eldest of the boys, then 
aged ten years, trampled him under his feet, 
and planted a dagger in his heart. The 
second, who was only nine years old, ran, 
and cast himself at the feet of Childebert, 
imploring him to save his life. Childebert, 
savage as he was, was moved by the tears 
and entreaties of the poor child ; he himself 
could not restrain his tears, and then threw 
himself between the boy and the*infuriated 
Clotaire. The latter brandishing his poign- 
ard at Childebert, while his eye flashed fire, 
theu addressed him thus: “Thou hast im- 
pelled me to this, and now thou shrinkest! 
Let me despatch him or thou diest !” Having 
pronounced these words, he tore the child 
from Ohildebert’s arms, and slew him on the 
body of his brother; The monster then went 
in pursuit of the third child ; but this last 
victim had escaped in the confusion, and 
Clotaire could not discover the place of his 
retreat. Subsequently the young prince 
took the monastic habit, and shed lustre on 
it by the sanctity of his life. Happy he, 
who having lost a fragile crown in this 
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world, found imperishable glory in the king- 
dom of God. ’Tie he who is honored under 
the name of Saiht Cloud. 

This atrocious crime caused Clotilda to 
loath the world. She passed the remainder 
of her life at Tours, beside the tomb of Saint 
Martin, in prayer, fasting, watchings, and 
other mortifications. She seemed to have 
altogether forgotten that she had been a 
queen, and that her children were seated on 
the throne. Etbrnitt filled her soul and 
absorbed her thoughts. At last, haring 
grown old and infirm, while she was one 
day praying before the tomb of Saint Mar- 
tin, she raised up her head beaming with 
joy, and said to those who were about her, 
“My prayers have been heard, thirty days 
hence I shall die.” 

She then sent for her two children, Chil- 
debert and Clotaire, and with all the tender 
authority of a mother she exhorted them to 
honor God and keep his commandments, to 
defend the Church, to relieve the poor, and 
to live in peace and brotherly l<#e. She 
then requested that the little she had to be- 
queath, should be distributed among the 
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poor. After receiving the last sacraments, 
on the thirtieth day of her illness, and after 
making a public profession of her faith, she 
died on the 3d of June, 545. 

She was buried, as she desired, in the 
church and near the tomb of Saint Gene- 
vieve. Her body was preserved at Paris, in 
the abbey-church of Saint Genevieve; but 
to guard against profanation it was burned 
in 1792. The ashes were then collected 
and deposited in a reliquary which still re- 
mains in the church of taaint Leu at Paris. 

PRATES. 

Samt Clotilda, to whom France is in- 
debted for the blessings of the faith of Jesus 
Christ, we beseech thee to watch over us 
and to protect us against all dangers and 
occasions that could deprive ns of that holy 
religion which leadeth its believers to the 
eternal kingdom of God. 
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LIFE OF 

ST. JUSTUS AND ST. RUFINA. 

SPANISH MARTYRS. 

[a. d. 804 ] 

jjjjflUf OD selects out of every condition of 
iSBjgf life such as belong to Him — the sov- 
ereign prince, the humblest subject, 
the queen environed with all worldly splen- 
dor, nay, even the poor woman who earns 
her bread with the sweat of her brow — in a 
word, all classes are called to be of the 
number of the saints, and all of us may win 
this exalted dignity if we toil, and unite 
our efforts with God for the salvation of 
our souls. ’Tis in times of persecution that 
the Lord rains down His graces most copi- 
ously on all ranks, without distinction of 
birth or fortune. Then the lowliest souls 
are inspired with heroism, and then even 
women have been found to display such 
courage as has not had any parallel in pagan 
history. This fact shall appear manifested 
in what we are about to write of Saints 
Justus and Rufina. From the little we 
have to relate of them, their faith and con- 
stancy in the midst of tortures will be a 
grand lesson for ns, when we reflect on that 
tepidity and human respect which paralyze 
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all our movements in what regards the ser- 
vice of God. 

Justusand Rufina were natives of Seville* 
in Spain. They lived by commerce honestly 
and modestly. They so managed their in- 
come that they always had wherewith to 
assist the poor: for they chose rather to be- 
stow their superfluity on the naked and 
famishing than devote any portion of it to 
vain amusements or the foolish adornment 
of their own persons. They did not believe 
that their social position, which obliged 
them to live in the midst of the world, and 
to be constantly in communication with the 
enemies of their religion, exempted them 
from the strict observance of all the duties 
of Christian life. On the contrary, they 
availed themselves of every opportunity 
which their commercial condition presented 
to them to make all their acts a series of 
sacrifices pleasing to God. 

Such were the holy dispositions that 
merited for them the glory of martyrdom. 

One day some pagans came to them to 
purchase various objects which they re- 
quired for their sacrifices. Those generous 
Christians, who abominated impious cere- 
monies and impious practices, dreading to 
have any share, even indirectly, in such 
abominations, refused to sell what the pa- 
gans asked for. The latter, waxing wrath- 
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ful, resolved to be revenged. Armed with 
the edicts of Diocletian, which revived the 
persecution, they forcibly entered the house 
of Justus and Rufina, and thence dragged 
them both before the criminal tribunal. 
The judge questioned them as to their reli- 

B ' on, ana asked if they were of the sect that 
iocletian had proscribed throughout the 
whole empire. They answered, without hes- 
itating, that they acknowledged Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Master, and as the 
supreme King of heaven and earth ! The 
judge then ordered that their flesh should 
be torn to pieces by sharp instruments, and 
he further ordained that an idol and incense 
should be placed near them, as he fancied 
that the terrible torture might induce them 
to offer sacrifice to the gods of the empire. 
But nothing could persuade them to deny 
Jesus Christ — nothing could shake the con- 
stancy of those glorious martyrs.. In the 
midst of the most excruciating agonies they 
gloried in the name of Christ. Justus was 
the first to expire. AlS to Rufina, the 
judge caused her to be strangled, when he 
was informed that Justus had ceased to 
live. Immediately afterwards the bodies of 
the two Saints were burnt ; for the pagans 
knew full well with what veneration the 
Christians regarded the relics of those who 
died witnesses to the faith. Their martyr- 
dom was consummated a. d. 804. 
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PRAYER. 

Generous Christians, who, in the humble 
condition assigned to you by Providence, 
have displayed true and glorious heroism 
obtain for us of Him who is now rewarding 
your virtues in heaven, courage to profess 
openly the faith of Jesus Christ, and to suf- 
fer for love of Him all the trials with which 
He may be pleased to visit us. 


LIFE OF ST. NATALIE, 

AND OF HER HUSBAND, 

ST. AURELIUS. 

MARTYRS OF THE NINTH CENTURY. 

SjflGgORDOVA ranks as one of the most 
splendid cities of Spain. It was 
founded by the Romans 152 years 
before Christ. The Goths seized it in 572, 
and the Moors in the seventh century. In 
756, Abderame, viceroy of the Sultan, made 
Cordova the capital of his dominions. It 
continued to be such till 1031. During this 
period the city became very notable for the 
splendor of its edifices and its wealth. But 
oh, how dreadful was the condition of the 
servants of Jesus Christ under the impious 
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domination of Mahomet’s followers! Let 
us see who this Mahomet was, and what he 
taught. 

Born at Mecca about the year 570, Ma- 
homet became a soldier at the age of four- 
teen, and marched to make war on the 
frontier of Syria. At the age of forty he 
conceived the project of establishing a new 
religion, as if tnere could be any other reli- 
gion than that which God has revealed. 
W^hat was still more detestable, this impos- 
ter did not scruple to avail himself of our 
holy religion itself in the establishment of his 
abominable doctrines. Blending truth with 
lies, he jumbled together idolatry, Judaism, 
and Christianity, and out of this extraor- 
dinary compound grew the Turkish creed. 
Side by side with such grand truths as the 
Unity of God and the immortality of the 
soul, he placed such abominable errors as 
those: “Man is over-mastered by a blind 
force, which is termed fatality.” “After 
death there is a judgment, and consequently 
penalties and rewards.” “The rewards con- 
sist of sensual joys” — such as are alto- 
gether condemned by the true religion. 
Such were the doctrines taught to the 
Turks by the imposter, whom they stupidly 
style a prophet. The disciples of Christ 
preached His law like lambs in the midst 
of wolves. Mahomet propagated his errors 
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by the sword. “Oh, God! ” exclaims Bob 
suet, “ how prone is the human race to the 
impostures of Satan! oh! how the spirit of 
seduction and error holds the ascendant 
over our reason! behold how the enemy of 
the human race has forgotten no means of 
destroying us and inducing us to embrace 
his damnable errors ! Before the coming of 
Christ the devil was adored by the whole 
earth, under the names of those idols, be- 
fore which the people trembled ; he labored 
with all his might to destroy the name of 
the true God. 

“Jesus Christ and his disciples have 
caused that name to be proclaimed from the 
rising of the sun to the going down thereof. 
The people who knew it not, have learned 
it through the cross of Christ ; and the old 
enemy of man, failing to destroy this glori 
ous knowledge, has had recourse to a new 
stratagem. He turns all his fury against 
the Gospel, and finding the Redeemer’s name 

S lorified everywhere through the world, he 
eclares war against Him, by pretending to 
revere Him, and he inspires Mahomet to 
style himself a prophet, and to pronounce 
the religion of Jbbus a mere fiction. Oh, 
monstrous religion of Mahomet! -whose ar- 
gument is ignorance, whose persuasion is 
violence and, tyranny, whose miracles are 
its arms which have so far succeeded in 
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upholding the empire of Satan in the 
world.” 

Such were the horrors that Spain, and in 
particular Cordova, had to suffer till the 
ninth century, from the persecutions of the 
Turks. At the period of which we write, 
Spain gave innumerable martyrs to the 
faith, but amongst them none were more 
illustrious than Natalie, and her spouse St. 
Aurelius. The latter was born at Cordova, 
of a Mahometan father, and a Christian 
mother. When of age to marry, he earnestly 
besought God to give him a virtuous con- 
sort, for although riches may be transmitted 
to us by our parents, a wise and virtuous 
wife is the special gift of God. God, there- 
fore, bestowed on him a Christian woman 
named Natalie, as virtuous as himself. The 
whole tenor of their life was remarkable for 
evangelical virtues, and their union was an 
image of that which exists between Christ 
and his church. One day, while passing the 
public square, Aurelius saw a merchant of 
the Christian religion subjected to scourging 
by the Mahometans, and touched by the 
spectacle, he persuaded himself that God 
had permitted him to witness this atrocity 
in order to animate his faith. On returning 
home, he thus addressed Natalie, “Often 
have you exhorted me to despise the world, 
and to aspire to greater perfection: hence- 
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forth let us live as brother and sister, and 
let us prepare ourselves for martyrdom by 
the purity of our lives, and detachment 
from all creatures.” 

She received the proposal joyfully. Thence- 
forth they led a life of austerity. They slept 
on sackcloth, they fasted, and passed the 
nights reciting the psalms. They went in 
search of the naked and famishing, and de- 
voted themselves to alleviating the sorrows 
of suffering humanity, Such act? of zeal 
could not escape the Mahometans. Aure- 
lius and his consort were dragged before the 
Caliph, who rebuked them first, and then 
offered them great rewards if they would 
embrace the religion of his false prophet. 
To all this they replied — w We despise this 
transitory life. We have but one faitt ; wo 
believe in one baptism ; we adore one God 
in three persons, and we detest your false 
teaching.” They were then cast into prison. 
A second trial on the part of the Caliph 
failed to shake their constancy. Soon after- 
wards they were led out to be executed, and 
on the way Natalie exhorted her husband 
die like a true soldier of Christ. Her ex 
hortations enraged the Mahometans, wh< 
heaped every sort of injury on her. They 
both died, July 27th, 852, as became true 
Christians aspiring to the Martyr’s palm. 

THE END. 
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SAINT JEROM. 


jfeM|?EROM was born about the year 331, 
«*mSj in the little town of Strimonium or 
Sdrigny, near Aquileia. At a very 
early period he applied himself to the study 
of the sciences in his father’s house, from 
which he was sent to perfect his education 
at Rome. In a very short time he acquired 
a great knowledge of Greek and Latin. He 
took the greatest pleasure in studying the 
grand literary productions of these two na- 
tions, and his highest ambition was to be 
able to rival the eloquence of the Greek and 
Latin orators. Study and piety occupied 
all his thoughts. After spending the week 
over the pages of Cicero and Demosthenes, 
he went with his companions every Sunday, 
to visit the catacombs, in whose dismal 
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labyrinths he filled his soul with the sub- 
lime memories of the martyrs who had 
sealed their faith in Jesus Christ with their 
blood. “But science,” says the Apostle, 
“inflates:” it nourishes pride, it inspires 
self-esteem — an esteem as foolish as it is 
criminal, for the most extended knowledge, 
after all, is only another species of ignorance. 

Jerom had now made rapid advances in 
the acquirement of human sciences, but in 
proportion to his knowledge was his loss of 
humility and simplicity of heart. In fact 
his learning had obliterated the holy im- 
pressions made on him in his youth, and 
although he did not abandon himself to the 
gross passions, he wandered farther and far- 
ther from the narrow way in which the true 
disciples of Jesus Christ should walk. 

Having arrived at manhood, Jerom, tor- 
mented by the disquiet of his soul, and 
impelled by a desire to acquire more know-' 
ledge, determined to travel. France had 
peculiar attractions for him, for it was cele- 
brated for its numerous flourishing schools. 
About the year 370 he was at Treves. It 
was there that the smouldering fires of piety 
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were rekindled in his soul, and it was there 
that he renounced the study of the profane 
authors for that of the Holy Scriptures. 
Having established an intimacy with va- 
rious men eminent for their sanctity at 
Treves, he left it for Aquileia, where he 
shut himself up in a monastery. 

A short time after this he went to Rome ; 
but soon finding that the latter city was not 
the place in which God destined him to 
carry out his designs, he resolved to fly far 
from the dangerous sea, where his early in- 
nocence had been wrecked. Having made 
a vow of perpetual continence, he took with 
him his library, and set out to bury himself 
in the desert of Chalcis in Syria; 

Chalcis was a wilderness burnt up by the 
sun, and inhabited only by some religious 
who had gbne thither to practise the most 
austere penance. He thought that in this 
wilderness, and under the fiery sky, far from 
the deceptive joys of the world, he could 
easily foiget all the fleeting pleasures to 
which he had been accustomed; but God 
permitted that he should be subjected to 
the severest trials, and that Satan, according 
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to the energetic language of St. Paul, should 
“buffet him.” “ How often,” says he, “ even 
in the depths of this wilderness have I 
imagined myself in thejnidst of the pleas- 
ures of Borne! Fasting had made my vis- 
age wan, and still my soul was burnt by the 
fires of concupiscence in a body which had 
lost its heat. My flesh was dead, but my 
passions were still consuming me. Not 
knowing where to find succor, I cast my- 
self at the feet of Jesus, which I bathed 
with my tears, and I strove to subdue this 
rebellious flesh by remaining whole weeks 
without tasting food. I remember having 
often spent nights and days, weeping inces- 
santly and beating my breast, till God at 
at last stilled the tempest, and restored calm 
to my soul. I could not approach my cell 
without pain, as though it had been consci- 
ous of my thoughts. Then rising in indig- 
nation against myself, I penetrated alone 
into the recesses of the desert. If I saw 
some gloomy valley or jagged rock, that was 
the place I chose to pray in, and there did I 
imprison this miserable body; and God is 
my witness that after having wept copi- 
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ously , I often fancied myself translated to 
.the midst of the celestial choirs. Then 
filled with joy, I sang to the Lord, ‘We run 
after thee in the odor of thy perfumes.’” 
Oh what a reproach to our tepidity! We 
think ourselves justified when we say, 
“ though my passions would drag me down, 
I know how to resist them!” But what 
answer shall we make to the Supreme Judge 
when he points to the heart of Jerom, still 
bleeding from all the holy violence he in- 
flicted on it? 

To dissipate the phantoms of his imagi- 
nation, Jerom added to his austerities the 
most painful of all studies, that of Hebrew, 
and he therefore chose for his preceptor a 
converted Jew. This study seemed to him 
all the more insipid, as hitherto he had 
never applied his intellect to anything that 
it did not relish. “ While I was still young,” 
thus he wrote to a friend, “although buried 
in the desert, I was so tormented by the 
violence of my passions, and by the ardor 
of concupiscence, that I had no strength to 
resist it. I did all I could to extinguish 
this fire by the most rigorous abstinences. 
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but my soul, nevertheless, was ever clouded 
by the darkest thoughts. To overcome them 
I made myself a disciple of a converted Jew, 
and I who had been enraptured with the 
precepts of Quiuctilian, the majestic elo- 
quence of Cicero, the grave style of Fronto, 
and the sweetness of Pliny, applied myself 
to learn the alphabet of a language whose 
words are so harsh and difficult to pro- 
nounce. None but myself and those with 
whom I then lived can know what difficul- 
ties I had to surmount, how often I found 
myself utterly vanquished by them, and 
how often, after having abandoned the at- 
tempt, I commenced anew, impelled by the 
thirst I had of knowledge. I give thanks 
to God that I gathered from that study such 
abundant fruits, and all the more delicious 
as their seeds were sown in bitterness.” 
Meanwhile he continued to read the. 
classic authors with an insatiable passion. 
“Weak and miserable man,” says he, “I 
abstained from food in order that I might 
read Cicero. After many sleepless nights, 
after shedding abundant tears that washed 
away the memory of my misdeeds, I took 
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op Plato. Then, as it were returning to 
myself, I applied myself to the Prophets, 
but their language appeared to me to be 
rude and uncouth. Blind as I was, I blamed 
the Light.” He tells us that this anxiety 
was followed by a virulent fever which ex- 
hausted all his strength, and threw him in- 
to a terrible lethargy. “In this state,” con- 
tinues he, “I thought myself transported 
in spirit before the tribunal of the Supreme 
Judge, who was environed by such living 
and dazzling light that I fell prostrate, and 
could not fix my eyes upon it. A voice 
asked me who I was, and I answered, ‘a 
Christian.’ ‘Thou liest,’ said the Supreme 
Judge, ‘thou art a Ciceronian, and not a 
Christian. Where thy treasure is, there is 
thy heart. I was then condemned to be 
scourged by the hands of angels.” All this 
occurred to him in a dream; but the re- 
membrance of the chastisement made such 
a lasting impression on his soul, that after 
his recovery he bitterly bewailed his fault. 
“Ever since then,” says he, “I have applied 
myself to the study of the holy Scriptures 
with more ardor and attention than I ever 
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gave to those writers for whom I was most 
impassioned.” The world, too, gave him 
bitter trials; but he rejoiced in them, be- 
cause “ trials produce hope that is not falla- 
cious:” He loved to be tested: “"Would to 
God,” he exclaims, “that all the infidels 
would rise against me! Oh, that the whole 
world would reproach my conduct, that by 
this means I might obtain the approbation 
of Jesus Christ!” 

This was the man who heretofore sought 
the world’s approbation! Mark how he 
speaks now. ‘-You deceive yourself if you 
think that a Christian can live without per- 
secution. The greatest persecution a Christ- 
ian can suffer is to have none. Nothing is 
more to be dreaded than a long peace: it is 
in the time of the tempest that man is most 
upon his guard, and that he strains every 
nerve to save the ship.” 

And Jerom recommended others to treat 
themselves as he treated himself. A re- 
cluse named Heliodorus quitted the desert 
to return to Home, and Jerom then wrote 
to him thus: — “Delicate soldier, what busi- 
ness hast thou in thy father’s house ? Dost 
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remember the day when thou wert enrolled 
under the standard of Jesus Christ? Didst 
thou not then swear fidelity to Him? 
Though thy nephew should clasp thee in 
his arms, though thy mother should tear 
her hair, though thy father should fling 
himself on the threshold to bar thy passage, 
hesitate not; pass over thy father, and 
bravely follow the cross. In such occasions 
cruelty is mercy/ 5 Vigilance, fervor, as- 
siduity in manual labor, reading of pious 
books, meditating the Scriptures, prayer, 
obedience, fasting, and chastity were the 
principal conditions which he required of 
those who desired to embrace the monastic 
state ; and to enforce precept by example, 
he punctually observed them all. 

A matter of the greatest importance to 
religion recalled Jerom to Italy. During 
his sojourn in Home he had to contend 
against calumnies which his enemies venti- 
lated to destoy him. The death of Pope 
Damasus deprived our Saint of an admirer 
and friend. He resigned himself, and re- 
solved to return to his cell at Bethlehem. 
Nothing could be more pathetic or grave 
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than his adieus to some distinguished Bo* 
man ladies, whose {nous confidence he had 
secured. After disposing in a few words 
of the calumnies of his detractors, he wrote 
to the ladies thus: — Noble Asella, I write 
to you in haste at the moment of embarka- 
tion. I am sad, and my eyes are full of 
tears. I thank God that He has judged me 
worthy to sufier and to be hated by men. 
Fool ! I thought I might have sung the canti- 
cles of the Lord on a foreign soil, and de- 
parting from Mount Sinai, I have sought 
solace in Egypt. I had forgotten the Gos- 
pel which tells how the traveller on leaving 
Jerusalem was robbed, wounded, and left 
for dead. My enemies have covered me 
with the shame of a false crime ; but I know 
that through good report or evil we arrive 
equally at the kingdom of God. Salute 
Paula and Eustochius, who despite the 
world have been my sisters in Jesus Christ. 
Salute Albina, Marcellina, Felicitas, and 
say to them : we shall one day meet before 
the tribunal of God, where each one must 
exhibit the conscience he has had in this 
life. Adieu thou model of purest virtue: 
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remember me, and may thy prayers calm 
the waters over which I am going to sail.” 
He then passed into the East, and once more 
in his dear Bethlehem he never again left it. 

St. Paala followed St. Jerom in his retire- 
ment. She caused a monastery to be built 
for him, and she placed under his guidance 
the establishment she had formed for the 
religious who accompanied her. The mon- 
astery which St. Jerom inhabited not being 
extensive enough for those who desired to 
become his disciples, he was obliged to en- 
large it. About the same time he caused to 
be built a hospice for pilgrims. The devo- 
tion that was then cherished for the places 
in which our Saviour had wrought the 
work of our redemption was so great, that 
vast multitudes of pious people were daily 
arriving at Bethlehem and Jerusalem from 
every quarter of the Christian world. The 
holy doctor has given us a most affecting 
picture of the celestial lives led by the 
monks of Bethlehem, as well as of the piety 
that reigned through the entire country in 
its neighborhood. We will give the Saint’s 
description in the extracts from his Epistles. 
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A great portion of the East was at this 
period infected by many erroneous opinions, 
which hercsiarchs endeavored to uphold on 
the authority of the learned Origen. Up to 
that moment St. Jerom had been one of the 
warmest admirers of this Father of the 
Church ; but seeing that many monks and 
other persons had been drawn into error by 
the weight of such a renowned name and 
by the study of some of his works, he united 
his efforts to those of St. Epiphanius to 
check this torrent of evil. This was one of 
the first causes of his dispute with Rufinus, 
who had been his intimate friend for five 
and twenty years. 

But St. Jerom’s controversies with the 
the heretics did not keep him from applying 
himself to other occupations. It was then 
that he mainly devoted himself to his 
labors on the holy Scripture. What a sub- 
lime spectacle ’tis to contemplate this illus- 
trious man, despite his advanced age and 
great infirmities, completing his Commen- 
taries on the Prophets! He has not under- 
taken this labor in order to hold in check 
the wild passions of youth : no, peace has 


Digitized by Google 



Life of St. Jerom. 1 5 

succeeded the war of the flesh, and a blessed 
calm reigns in his soul. The words of the 
Saint breathe a charming serenity, they no 
longer exhibit that fire that devours like 
the sun at noon, but rather that gentle heat 
which we feel from the last rays of a sum- 
mer’s day. “Knowing from whom I hold 
all the moments of my existence, and that 
my death is only deferred till I shall have 
finished the work which I have commenced 
on the Prophets, I apply myself entirely to 
this business. There, as from an eminence, 
I contemplate the tempests and the wrecks 
of this world, not, however, unmovedly, 
but with tears and grief. Entirely de- 
tached from all present objects, I think 
only of the future, and without giving my- 
Belf any trouble about the judgments of 
men, I keep constantly before my eyes the 
terrible judgments of God. Oh, Eustochius, 
virgin of Jesus Christ, who assisted me in 
my sickness by your prayers, implore the 
divine mercy for me, now that I am hale, to 
the end that being guided by the same 
spirit who predicted the future through His 
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Prophets, I may be enabled to penetrate the 
obscurity of their revelations.” 

The continual troubles he experienced 
from the dangers threatening the Christians 
in the East, and the losses which this church 
had already sustained from schism and her- 
esy, were sorely aggravated by the ravages 
which Alaric’s troops were committing in 
the West. Rome had been pillaged, sacked, 
and almost beaten to the ground in the year 
410. Rapine was followed by famine. Whole 
families were obliged to fly from the city 
without money or provisions. The most 
distinguished citizens of Rome were re- 
duced to beggary. Men and women, aban- 
doning their country to escape slavery or 
death, retired to the marshes and deserts. 
A vast multitude sought refuge in Bethle- 
hem. At sight of such overwhelming mis- 
ery, Saint Jerom could not repress his tears. 
He did every thing in his power to shelter, 
nourish, and console them. We have al- 
ready said that St. Jerom devoted much of 
his time in Bethlehem to the elucidation of 
the Holy Scripture. In this respect he has 
always been regarded as one of the most 
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learned of the Fathers, and as the special 
oracle chosen by Heaven for the interpreta- 
tion of the inspired writings. Pope Cle- 
ment VIII. did not hesitate to say that he 
was assisted by the Holy Ghost in the trans- 
lation of the Bible. On the other hand he 
possessed all the natural means for succeed- 
ing in this undertaking. He lived in the 
country where the mysteries of our redemp- 
tion were wrought ; and there he was famil- 
iarised with the usages, customs, and a 
thousand 'other things of which mention is 
made in the holy books. He had made up his 
mind to finish the commentary on St. Mat- 
thew, but it would appear that he had not 
time to realize his project. It may be that 
the incursions of the barbarians into Pales- 
tine prevented him. Certain it is that 
about the close of his days he was obliged 
to interrupt his studies in order to escape 
their fury, and at a subsequent period that 
of the Pelagians. 

Those heretics sent, in 417, a troop of 
bandits to Bethlehem, to raze the monas- 
teries which were governed by St. Jerom, 
and the Saint had barely time to escape 
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them by taking refuge in a fortress. His 
monasteries were burnt to ashes, and the 
monks and nuns took to flight. Eustochius 
and Paula encountered the greatest danger; 
their habitation was set on fire, and their 
companions had to endure the most cruel 
torments. As soon as this persecution 
ceased the Saint resumed his labors. All 
the enemies of the faith entertained an im- 
placable hatred to him, but he was loved 
and respected by the good and the virtuous. 
At last, after having triumphed over vice 
and heresies, after having spent the greatest 
part of his life in labors and penance, he 
was released from the bonds of the body, 
September 30th, 420. A slow fever wore 
him down by degrees, as his feeble constitu- 
tion sunk under the pressure of years and 
infirmities. He was buried amidst the 
ruins of his monastery, at Bethlehem, but 
his relics "were subsequently conveyed to 
Borne, where they are still preserved in the 
church Of St. Mary (Major). 

In order that our readers may know 
more of St. Jerom, we mil quote some of 
his Epistles for their edification. They 
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were all dictated by Christian charity, and 
may be regarded as models of Christian 
wisdom. 

St Jerom ’ s Boyhood. 

“When a mere boy, and studying at 
Rome, I and other youths of the same age 
were accustomed, on Sundays, to visit the 
sepulchres of the Apostles and Martyrs; 
and we frequently descended into the cata- 
combs, which are excavated deep in the 
earth, and in the walls of which, on either 
hand, are laid the bodies of the buried. So 
gloomy are these regions, that one is forci- 
bly reminded of the prophetic words : “Liv- 
ing let them descend into hell.” But when 
in a few years afterwards I abandoned home 
and parents, and what was far more diffi- 
cult, luxurious food, for the sake of the king- 
dom of heaven , I set out for Jerusalem, 
where I bitterly deplored the want of the 
books which I had taken great pains to col- 
lect at Rome. Then and there, oh, wretched 
that I was! I abstained from food that I 
might study Cicero. After sleepless nights 
and copious tears shed, when I called to 
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mind my past sins, I took up Plautus; then 
recollecting myself I would occasionally 
strive to read the prophets, but their lan- 
guage seemed to me to be rude and uncouth, 
and because my blind eyes did not see the 
light, I attributed this fault not to my eyes, 
but to the sun.” 

St Jerom Describes the Holy Land. 

41 Oh, that the wished for moment were 
come when the breathless messenger shall 
report that Marcella has reached the shores 
of Palestine! oh, how the choirs of the 
monks and virgins shall then chant hymns 
of jubilee ! Then we will clasp thy hands, 
gaze on thy features, and with difficulty be 
torn from thy embrace. Oh, for the coming 
of that day, when we shall enter the cavern 
where the Lord was born, when we shall 
pause and weep with the Sister and Mother 
in the Lord’s sepulchre ! Oh, how we will 
kiss the wood of the cross, and, standing on 
Olivet, ascend, heart and soul, with our as- 
cending God ! Then .shall we see Lazarus 
coming forth from the grave, then shall we 
see the waters of Jordan purified by tbe 
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Lord’s baptism; then shall we go to the 
pens of the shepherds; then we shall pray in 
the tomb of David, then shall we see the 
prophet Amos reclining on the rock, and 
playing on his pastoral reed. "We will visit 
the spots where Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
pitched their tents ; we will see the foun- 
tain in which Phillip baptized the queen’s 
servant; we will goto Samaria and there 
worship the ashes of John the Baptist, He- 
liseus, and Abdias ; we will descend into 
the caverns in which the prophets were fed 
in the days of persecution; we will go to 
Nazareth, and there, according to the inter- 
pretation of the word, we shall see the 
Flower of Galilee. A little further off lies 
Cana, where the water was turned into 
wine. Thence we shall go to Mount Tabor, 
and we shall behold the tabernacles of the 
Lord, not as Peter once wished to see them, 
with Moses, and Helias, but with the Re- 
deemer and the Holy Ghost. Thence we 
will go to the sea of Genezareth, and see 
the Lord feeding the hungry multitude 
with the five loaves. Then we shall behold 
Nain, at whose gate the widow’s son was 
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raised from the dead. We will visit Her- 
monim, and the torrent Endor, where Sisara 
was vanquished. From that spot we shall 
see Capharnaum, where the Lord wrought 
so many wonders, and likewise all Galilee. 
Then, with Christ for our companion, we 
shall pass through Silo and Bethel, and the 
other places in which the banners of the 
church are waving like so many ensigns of 
victory. Thence we shall return to my cel], 
and as we go, we shall sing, weep, and pray. 
Oh, how our hearts, wounded by the jave- 
lins of the Lord, shall exclaim, “ 1 have 
found him whom my soul sought ; I will held 
him and will not let him go! ” 

The Saint describes BlessilWs solicitude about 
her appearance , and her conversion. 

“Hitherto this blessed widow was very 
solicitous about her apparel, and often in 
the day would she gaze at the mirror to see 
if she lacked any thing. Now she says 
confidently, ‘But we all beholding the glory 
of the Lord with open face, are transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, as 
by the Spirit of the Lord/ Then indeed her 
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waiting-maids dressed her hair; but now 
9he knows that it is enough to have this 
neglected head veiled. Then indeed the 
downy bed was too hard for her, and she 
should sleep on a lofty couch. Now she 
rises early to pray, and her silvery voice is 
the first to utter Alleluiah, and she is the 
first to commence the praises of the Lord. 
Her knees now press the naked earth, and 
her face is cleansed by constant tears from 
the cosmetics with which it was formerly 
disfigured. After prayer come the Psalms, 
and though her neck and arms be wearied, 
and her eyes be overpowered by sleep, yet 
such is the ardor of her soul that ’tie with 
difficulty she can be induced to give them 
repose. The sombre garment is less liable 
to be stained by touching the earth. Now 
she weareth poor shoes, and the price of 
her golden sandals has been given to the 
poor. Her girdle is not now sparkling with 
gems and gold, but woolen, and remarkable 
only for its simplicity. ’Tis now made not 
to cut the garment but to> bind it. And 
should the devil strive to induce her to eat 
again of the forbidden fruit, she will say to 
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him: ‘Go behind me, Satan/ which is in- 
terpreted Adversary. For he is the adver- 
sary of Christ who loveth not Christ’s pre- 
cepts.” 

He remonstrates with Pavla , (Blessilla’s 

mother) for bewailing the death of her child. 

“If Cedar be darkness, and if this world 
be darkness, because the light shineth in 
the darkness and the darkness comprehends 
it not, let us congratulate our Blessilla, who 
having passed from darkness to light, has 
now received the crown of her works whilst 
her fervor was still in its youth. Ah, if 
death had seized her unexpectedly while 
she was still busied with worldly pursuits, 
then, indeed you might deplore her, then 
indeed you might have reason to pour forth 
a fountain of tears. But now, when scarce- 
ly four months have elapsed since she puri- 
fied herself so to say in a second baptism, 
(i. e. by a vow of perpetual continence,) 
never afterwards giving herself concern 
about anything save her monastic duties, 
do you not dread that the Redeemer might 
address you thus : 4 Art thou angry, Paula, 
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that thy daughter is my daughter? Art 
thou vexed at my choosing, and with rebel 
tears do you envy me the possession of her? 
You deny yourself food, not for the Mike 
of fasting, but of grief. Fastings like these 
are my adversaries. I receive no soul that 
is seperated from the body contrary to my 
will. Let pagan philosophy hail such mar- 
tyrs. My spirit resteth on none save the 
contrite, and those who tremble at my 
words. If thou beleivedst that thy daugh- 
ter was living, you would never regret that 
she had gone to a better world. This is 
what I commanded through the Apostle, 
that you should not be saddened, like the 
Gentiles, for those who sleep. Be ashamed! 
In comparison to. thee, the heathen is better. 
Better is the devil’s handmaid than mine. 
The former flatters herself that her husband 
has been translated to heaven; thou either 
dost not beleive that thy child is dwelling 
with me, or beleiving it, would fain have 
her go back to thee.’ Ah, you call to mind, 
her tones, her discourses, her society; and 
you cannot live without them! I pity your 
maternal tears; but your sorrow must be 
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measured. When I remember that you are 
a parent, I blame not your tears; but when 
I remember that you are a Christian and a 
nun, these names exclude that of mother. 
Hearken to her now while she addresses 
you thus : * Have pity on thyself, have pity 
on thy daughter now reigning with Christ. 
Have pity on the young Eustochius, whose 
tender infancy needs thy care, The devil 
rages ; and because he sees one of your child- 
ren triumphing he seeks a victory over those 
who remain to you. Excessive affection to 
to one’s own , is impiety to God. Abraham 
would gladly have slain his only son, and 
thou grievest because one of the many of 
thy children has been crowned ! I adjure 
you to detest these tears, they teem with 
sacrilege and incredulity. Your excessive 
grief is a species of suicide. See how the 
clement Jesus approaches and says to thee: 
‘Why weepest thou? the girl is not dead, 
but sleepeth.’ Let the by-standers jeer; 
that is the infidelity of the Jews. If thou 
wilt not be removed from the sepulchre of 
thy daughter, the angel will chide and ask 
thee, ‘ Whyseekest thou the living amongst 
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the dead?’ And because Magdalene acted 
thus, the Lord, when he arose, commanded 
her not to touch him, for as yet he had not 
ascended to his Father. Which means, thou 
art not fit to touch me arising , while thou 
thinkest me dead in the sepulchre. Thy 
child continues to address thee, ‘ Mother, if 
thou hast loved me, if I fed on thy bosom, 
if I walked according to thy precepts envy 
me not my glory. Ah! no, lest we be sepa- 
rated for ever. Think you that I am alone? 
Instead of thee, I have Mary, the Lord’s 
Mother, for my mother. Here I see many 
whom I knew not before. Oh, how grand 
is this society! You bewail me because I 
have left the world ; but I pity you because 
the world’s prison still detains you. Ah, 
how pitiable are those whom anger, envy, 
lust, and all the incentives to sin are con- 
stantly dragging to ruin! If thou wouldst 
be my mother, why dost thou not labor to 
please Christ? I acknowledge not a mother 
who is displeasing to my Lord.” 
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The death of Lea , and the death of the rich 

man. 

“ Having learned that the blessed Lea has 
been freed from the bonds of the body, we 
deem it right to give a brief outline of her 
life. First, because after having trampled 
the devil under foot, she has now received 
the eternal reward, and secondly that we 
may show how the Consul who jeered at 
her humble apparel is now in hell “Who 
can describe the holy life of Lea in fitting 
terms? Ah, she was so wholly converted 
to God that she became as it were the prin- 
cess of the monastery and the mother of 
virgins. She indeed cast off soft, luxurious 
garments for the coarse sackcloth ; she de- 
voted her nights not to sleep, but to prayer, 
and taught her companions more by exam- 
ple than by words. Great was her humility, 
and she who was hitherto the mistress of 
many servants, subsequently made herself 
the servant of all. Her apparel was modest, 
her food vile, and she adorned not her hair. 
"Withal, she did nothing for ostentation, lest 
she might receive her reward in this uxirld. 
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But now after her short career, she has been 
received by the choirs of angels ; she is cher- 
ished in Abraham’s bosom, and, seated with 
the once poor Lazarus, she looks down on 
the charred and blackened Consul beseech- 
ing her to reach him a drop of water on the 
tip of her little finger. Oh, what a change ! 
He who, a few days ago, was preceded by 
the emblems of power, he who ascended the 
steps of the Capitol as though he were a 
victor triumphing over vanquished foes, he 
whom the Roman people received with jubi- 
lee, and the news of whose death shocked 
the whole city, he now lies desolate . and 
naked in everlasting darkness. But Lea — 
she who lived within the narrow precincts 
of one small cell, she who loved poverty and 
mortification, she whose life was deemed 
madness; she now follows Christ, and says, 
4 As we have heard, so have we seen in the 
city of our God.’ Wherefore with tears 
and groans, I adjure you to desire not 
worldly power; let us not think that we 
can love Christ and the world, but rather 
lei us renounce frail and perishable things, 
for these that are eternal. We die daily, (I 
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speak of the body), therefore let as not 
fancy that we are to be perpetually here, 
lest we forfeit the life that endureth for- 
ever.” 

To Lea on the education of her child. 

“Thou shouldst bring her up in the tem- 
ple like Samuel, and as John the Baptist 
was brought up in the desert, in order that 
she may be wholly ignorant of vice and 
vanity. Let her hear no discourses save 
such as are fitted to lead her to God. Never 
suffer a vicious word to fall on her ear, and 
let her not learn profane songs. From the 
moment she is able to lisp, strive to engrave 
the Psalms on her memory. Let no child 
who could give bad example approach her. 
Keep her aloof from every woman who is 
animated by a worldly spirit. Let her learn 
betimes simple and holy words, such, for ex- 
ample, as the names of the Apostles and 
Prophets. Let her preceptor be a well-in-! 
formed and virtuous man, who does not 
think it beneath him to teach the first rudi- 
ments. There is nothing despicable in that, 
since it is the foundation of all useful icnw- 
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ledge. Take heed that your child nevei 
learns anything which at a future period 
may cause her regret. ’Tis a difficult thing 
to efface the impressions of infancy, and we 
are more prone to follow vice than virtue. 
Teach her to be amiable to all, and impress 
on her young memory that she is one day to 
be the spouse of Jesus Christ. 

How to be perfect. 

44 ‘If thou wilt be perfect, go sell what 
thou hast and give to the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven; and come 
follow me.’ If thou wilt be perfect , i. e., if 
thou desirest to be like the Prophets and 
Apostles, and Christ, sell, not part of thy 
substance, lest the fear of penury be to thee 
an occasion of infidelity, and cause thee to 
perish like Ananias and Sapphira, but thy 
whole substance . When thou hast sold it, 
give it not to the rich nor to the proud; 
give, in order to alleviate want, and not to 
add wealth to wealth ; give, not to purchase 
luxurious food, precious garments, or paint 
ed cai pets, for it is a sacrilege not to give to 
the poor what belongs to the poor .. 99 
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Bewail not the dead. 

44 Why should we weep for the dead, since 
we are all bom to die? Abraham, Moses, 
Isaias, Peter, Paul, the vessel of election, 
nay, the Son of God died. Why, therefore, 
should we grieve when any of our friends 
leave the body? whereas they may have 
been taken away lest malice might corrupt 
them, or in other words, lest they might 
lose themselves in the mazes of a long life- 
journey. Know you the dead for whom you 
should weep ? for those whom the GEHEN- 
NA hath received, for those whom hell has 
swallowed up; for those who are committed 
to everlasting fire. But let us, who at our 
departure are to be accompanied by hosts of 
angels, let us whom Christ will come to 
meet, grieve as long as we are detained in 
the tabernacle of this death. For, ‘while 
we are in the body we are absent from the 
Lord/ Oh, let us rather exclaim with the 
Psalmist, 4 Woe, woe is me that my exile 
has been prolonged/ ” 
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The fall of the Homan Empire. 

“My soul shrinks from the contemplation 
of the miseries of our times. Now for more 
than two and twenty years Roman blood is 
being shed everywhere, from Constantinople 
to the Julian Alps. Goths, Sarmatians, 
Huns, Vandals, and other barbarians have 
sacked and destroyed Scythia, Thrace, Epi- 
rus, Dalmatia, Macedonia and Thessaly. 
How many matrons, how many virgins of 
God, what multitudes of illustrious person- 
ages have become the prey of those fierce 
beasts! bishops have been made captives, 
and all orders of the clergy have been slain. 
The churches have been razed, and horses 
have been stabled at Christ’s altars. The 
relics of the martyrs have been dug up and 
scattered. The Roman world totters, and 
yet our proud necks are not humbled. Last 
year the ravening wolves who dwell in the 
inmost recesses of the Caucasus, were let 
loose to overrun — oh, how many provinces ! 
The waters of the rivers have been turned 
into human Mood ! God is wrath with us, 
and we have not appeased Him. Our sins 
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have given strength to the barbarians. Mo- 
ses fought against Amalec not with the 
sword, but with prayer. Ezechias did pen- 
ance, and in one night a hundred and eighty- 
five thousand Assyrians were slain by an 
angel. Wherefore, if we would be raised 
up, let us prostrate ourselves. Oh, if I could 
ascend an eminence commanding a view of 
the whole earth, I would show you the im- 
mense ruin of the world. Kingdoms con- 
tending against kingdoms, and nations 
against nations. Then thou shouldst be- 
hold slaughter, and drowning, and slavery. 
Thine eyes should see the marriage feast on 
one side, and heart-rending grief on the 
other. Some abounding in wealth, and 
others steeped in beggary ; but all that vast 
multitude shall soon pass away from earth. 
Wherefore, let us descend to the considera- 
tion of ourselves. Tell me, I beseech thee, 
dost thou remember when thou wert an in- 
fant ? Didst thou feel thyself advancing to 
boyhood, manhood, and old age ? Daily do 
we die , daily do we change , and yet we be- 
lieve ourselves to be eternal! Even the 
very words I dictate, write, peruse, and cor- 
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rect, are something taken from my life. 
Every sentence that the notary traces is an 
amount deducted from the sum of my ex- 
istence. We write and re-write ; our epis- 
tles cross the seas, and for every wave that 
the prow divides, a moment is taken from 
my existence. The only imperishable thing 
we possess is our love of Christ and identifi- 
cation with Him. ‘Charity never falleth 
away.’ This maketh the absent to be pres- 
ent, and though they be far apart over the 
wide world, it unites them hand in hand.” 

How seme of the Church’s persecutors perished. 

“ Constantius, the abettor of the Arian 
heresy, was killed in battle. J ulian the 
apostate was slain in Media. There he felt 
Christ, whom he renounced in Gaul. (When 
pierced by an arrow he filled the hollow of 
his hand with his own blood, and casting it 
up in the air exclaimed: “Galilean, thou 
hast conquered.”) Jovinian had scarcely tast- 
ed regal power, when he was suffocated. V al- 
entinian died vomiting blood. Valens was 
slain by the Goths in France. Gratianus 
was abandoned by his army and killed in 
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Lyons. The young Valentinian was put to 
death near the same city, where his lifeless 
body was hung on a gibbet. What shall I 
say of Procopius, Maximus and Eugenius, 
who, while they were in power, scattered 
death and destruction amongst the Christ- 
ians ? They were all made prisoners to their 
conquerors, and before perishing by the 
sword they had to endure all the bitter- 
ness of chains and servitude.” 


THB END. 
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THE LIFE 
or 

SAINT RADEGOKDA, 
QUEEN OF FRANCE. 


£j<!g|ADEGOKDA, daughter of Berthaire, 
g gp king of Thuringia, was born in 519. 

Her father, a pagan prince, was van- 
quished and massacred by Hermenfroi, his 
brother. Thierry, king of Austrasia, and 
Clotaire, his brother, king of Soissons, de- 
clared war against Hermenfroi, for they had 
reason to complain of his treachery and 
faith-breaking. They obtained a great vic- 
tory over him, and returned to their own 
dominions laden with plunder. Radegonda 
was amongst the prisoners. She fell into 
the hands of Clotaire, who, despite his nat- 
ural ferocity, rendered still more terrible by 
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his recent victory, was, nevertheless, moved 
to pity by the misfortunes and the beanty 
of his young captive. He yielded to the 
tears of this daughter of a kingly race, 
who, at the age of eleven years, was a sup- 
pliant at his knees, begging mercy for her 
brother, who had no one to intercede for 
him but ber. When she grew to woman- 
hood, Clotaire, having determined to marry 
her, spared no pains in having ber well edu- 
cated. She was reared in the Christian 
religion, and received baptism from the 
hands of St. Medard, bishop of Noyon. 
From that day the young neophyte conse- 
crated herself entirely to the service of God. 
Nothing could surpass her love of the poor, 
and there was no sacrifice that she was not 
ready to make in their behalf. Prayer, hu- 
miliations, austerities, and penance, consti- 
tuted her chiefest delights. To live in per- 
petual virginity she would have sacrificed 
all the royalties of the world, and, mean- 
while, she was made aware of the king’s 
intention of marrying her. 

It was very natural, therefore, that die 
should look forward with dread to the ap- 


Digitized by Google 



lift of St. Radtgonda. 5 

proach of that day, in which she was to 
exchange the condition of a captive, for 
that of queen and spouse of the king of 
Soissons. She, an exile in a foreign land, 
she must become the wife of a king who 
had despoiled her father’s kingdom! She 
must clasp the hand that was red with the 
blood of her parents ! She, a Christian, and 
the betrothed of Jesus Christ, must be the 
consort of a cruel and barbarous prince! 
These reflections were far more intolerable 
than the crudest treatment to which they 
could have subjected her. When die knew 
that everything was ready for the marriage, 
sbe fled, hoping thus to escape the doom 
die dreaded; but the king’s courtiers ar- 
rested her near Peronne, in a village that 
now bears her name, and led her back to 
Soissons, the capital of Neustria, where 
Clotaire the First solemnly espoused her, 
a. d. 538 . 

At this period she was only nineteen 
years of age. Clotaire had then completed 
his thirty-ninth year. Badegonda’s eleva- 
tion caused no change in her thoughts and 
actions. Hating luxuiy and contemning 
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vanity, she divided her time between prayer, 
the duties required by her high position, 
and her attentions to the poor. Her fast- 
ings were rigorous, her watchings constant, 
and, under the robes of royalty, she wore 
sackcldth. 

Clotaire was charmed by the virtues of 
his pious spouse, and he gave her ample 
liberty for her religious avocations, but fall- 
ing a prey to various passions, his feelings 
of love for his spouse were soon altered, and 
he began to nourish hatred for the woman 
whose virtues had won his heart. 

Patiently did the pious queen bear this 
change of her husband’s affections, and, in 
return for cruelty and every sort of harsh 
treatment, she gave him love and Christian 
resignation. 

Six years had now passed since Hade- 
gonda ascended the throne, and yet she 
never abandoned the intention of retiring to 
the cloister; but, as the king had frequently 
said that he would never love any woman 
after her, she did not venture to reveal her 
design, thinking it wiser to commit herself 
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wholly to God, who disposes of all things 
as He deems best. 

Such was the state of affairs when the 
death of her brother was suddenly an- 
nounced in the palace of Neustria. Clotaire 
had caused him to be assassinated, in order 
to get possession of his principality in Thu- 
ringia. This inhuman act filled Eadegonda 
with indignation and horror. She besought 
the king to give her permission to quit the 
court, that she might retire into a monas- 
tery. The king, tiring of her tears and 
importunities, and, above all, moved by her 
virtues, the sight 1 of which was a perpetual 
reproach to his disorderly life, easily conk 
sented to her retirement from the court. 
He therefore bestowed on her the territory 
of Saix, in Poitou, and here she accordingly 
fixed her abode. 

The king’s acquiescence gave the greatest 
happiness to Eadegonda, and she gladly 
bade adieu to the court, with its pageants, 
ambitions, and vanities, to lead, as it were, 
in a desert, a celestial existence in medita- 
tion, prayer, and communing with her God. 
Long and ardently did she sigh for the 
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coming of those blessed days, and even ip 
her dreams she had glimpses of the blissful 
life that was reserved for her. 

Before setting out for Saix, Badegooda 
went to Noyon, where she visited St. Me- 
dard, and received the white veil and reli- 
gious consecration at his hands. The holy 
prelate acted with consummate prudence in 
this case, as Radegonda was married, and it 
was not till he had assured himself of the 
king’s entire consent, that he suffered the 
queen to become a religious. Nothing now 
prevented the accomplishment of her holy 
desires. 

The pious bishop yielded to her iterated 
requests. In fact he regarded her as in- 
spired by God himself to take this step; 
and although she was then only twenty-five 
years of age, the bishop conferred - on her 
the dignity of deaconess— the most exalted 
dignity, says St. Epiphanins, that any 
woman can attain in the Church. It was 
never before given to any woman under 
sixty years of age. 

Radegonda having descended from the 
throne divested herself of all the costly oma- 
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merits belonging to her exalted rank. She 
covered the altar with the precious jewels 
which hitherto glittered on her head and 
arms. With her own hands die broke into 
fragments the golden cinture, saying, “I 
give it to the poor, the representatives of 
Jesus Christ ; ” and thus being now no longer 
encumbered with that heavy burden called 
a crown, she set out a simple religious for 
the territory of Saix. 

“In this retreat,” says the historian 
Fleury, “ Radegonda led a most austere life, 
living on the plainest fare, such as herbs 
and lettuces, and never tasting wine. Her 
garment was of sackcloth, and her bed 
ashes. Meanwhile she ministered to the 
poor with her own hands, and gave copious 
alms. 

She soon proceeded to Poitou, where she 
erected a monastery, the care of which she 
confided to a holy maiden named Agnes 
who was illustrious for her many virtues. 
Having voluntarily descended to the condi- 
tion of a simple religious, Radegonda was 
as obedient as the humblest of them all, nor 
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did she reserve to herself the right of dis- 
posing of the most trifling thing. 

But now, that she was far away from, 
him, the guilty Clotaire felt himself a prey 
to the most painful remorses. Fifteen years 
of absence had not effaced the memory of 
his virtuous spouse, and sorry for having 
permitted her to take the veil, he conceived 
the project of setting out for Poitiers in 
order to bring Radegonda back to the court. 
In fact he went with his son Sigebert as far 
as Tours, under the pretext of visiting the 
tomb of Saint Martin. 

On hearing this, Radegonda penetrated 
his design, and she thereon wrote to Saint 
Germain, bishop of Paris, who had accom- 
panied Clotaire, beseeching him to divert 
the monarch from his fatal project. The 
remonstrances of this illustrious prelate 
made so deep an impression on the king’s 
heart, that the latter despatched him to 
Saint Radegonda to dissipate the alarm he 
had caused her, and to supplicate her to 
obtain heaven’s pardon for his multiplied 
crimes and cruelties. 

Radegonda gave thanks to God for the 
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protection He bestowed on her, and thence- 
forth she thought of nothing, save ending 
her days peacefully in the retirement she 
had chosen. 

Desiring to perpetuate her work by es- 
tablishing her monastery on a durable basis, 
she besought the Fathers of the Council 
assembled at Tours in 556, to confirm the 
foundation of her house, and her prayer 
was accordingly granted. 

Radegonda enriched the church which 
she caused to be built, with the relics Of a 
great number of Saints, and she earnestly 
desired to possess a fragment of the true 
Cross. In order to procure it she wrote to 
Justin the Second, successor of Justinian, 
Emperor of Constantinople. This prince 
aided the pious intentions of the queen, and 
sent her the holy relic enshrined in gold, 
and adorned with precious gems. He like- 
wise gave her the relics of many saints, and 
a copy of the Gospels, beautifully ■written, 
and enriched with many precious stones. 
The reception of the Cross took place on 
the 19th of November, 568. 

The bishop of Tours presided at this 
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solemn translation, which was acoompanied 
with the grandest religious ceremonies. It 
was on this occasion that Veoantius Fortu- 
natus, whom the Saint invited to Poitiers, 
composed the celebrated hymn, “Vexilla 
Begis” (the Banners of the King), in honor 
of the Holy Cross. Fortnnatus had won 
great fame as a learned man and a poet, 
and subsequently became bishop of Poi- 
tiers. The hymn has been officially adopted 
by the Chnrch, and is sung on the Sundays 
of the Passion and the Palms. 

“Lo! the standard of the Sovereign Bang 
of kings. 

Lo! the mystery of the Cross now flings 
around its rays. 

Lo ! the mystery which reveals to us a God 
fastened to the Cross. 

A God, for love of ns, bound to an infa- 
mous gibbet ! 

Behold the blood trickling from the Saviour’s 
side, 

It flows, commingled with water, to wash 
away our sins. 

How are the words of the prophet David 

fulfilled. 
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That inspired prophet proclaimed to the 
nations: 

The Lord shall reign from the wood. 

Oh glorious and resplendent Tree : 

Oh tbon Tree empurpled with the blood of 
the King of kings; 

Oh ever blessed Tree thou hast been cho- 
sen from out a thousand, and thou hast 
touched the sacred members of the Holy of 
Holies. 

Oh, blessed are thy branches! they have 
borne the ransom of the world ! 

On thy branches, as in a balance, the Di- 
vine body has been weighed ; on thy branches 
Christ has carried off the prey of Hell. 

Hail then, 0 Cross, our only hope! 

Oh Cross ! in those days of the Passion 
increase piety in the heart of the just ; obtain 
pardon for sinful man.” 

This day was a solemn epoch in the his- 
tory of France, and Radegonda called her 
monastery “Holy Cross,” a name which it 
bears to this moment. In 568, our Saint 
requested the abbess of St. John D’ Arles to 
send her a copy of her Rule, in order to in- 
troduce it into the monastry of Poitiers. 
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This abbess was called Cesaria, and Fortu- 
natus has bestowed the highest eulogies on 
her sanctity. She was remarkable for pru- 
dence, which, according to Saint Ambrose, 
should be the seasoning of all other virtues 
Along with the copy of her Rule, she sent 
to Radegonda a letter replete with salutary 
counsels. That letter exists. Amongst other 
things it says, that persons desiring to serve 
God sincerely, should love prayer, and en- 
deavor to do the will of Heaven in all 
things. The grand object of man’s life 
should be to read and meditate the Holy 
Volume, which contains wisdom far above 
human learning — wisdom which may be 
likened to an exhaustless mine. It incul- 
cates incessant praise of God, alms-giving, 
and the practice of mortifications, accord- 
ing to the Rule of that illustrious abbess. 

Hot content with these instructions, Ra- 
degonda set out for Arles, with Agnes the 
abbess of her monastery, in order to study 
practically the Rule of Saint Cesaria. 

Having returned to her monastery, she 
and her abbess applied themselves to es- 
tablish the most exact discipline amo”g the 
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religious of her house. Then becoming still 
more devoutly attached to prayer, self-de- 
nial, austerities, and humiliations, she inflic- 
ted a sort of martyrdom on herself, and in- 
vented tortures to chastise her body for the 
benefit of her soul. Till the hour of her 
death she wore sackcloth and a metal cross 
armed with sharp points ; this cross iB still 
in the possession of the Benedictine nuns, 
who, after the revolution, succeeded the 
nuns of Holy Cross. “Her austerities, la- 
bors, and charity to the poor,” says Fortu- 
natus, “render her worthy of the titles of 
Martyr and Confessor.” 

Meanwhile, the death of her brothers and 
nephews had made Clotaire sole master of 
the French monarchy ; but the richest crown 
and the most potent sceptre cannot always 
bring true peace or free the heart from lace- 
rating remorse. Clotaire had been vindic- 
tive, cruel, ambitious, unjust, and immoral: 
his blood-stained hands appalled himself, 
and towards the decline of his days, after 
all the pomps of power and the vapors of 
glory, he found himself face to face with 
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the vengeanee of God, which claimed its 
tern, and threatened to overwhelm him. 

The aged monarch had gone to visit the 
tomb of St. Martin at Tours; thither he 
brought costly gifts, and there be made an 
entire confession of his life. Filled with 
sorrow for his crimes, he earnestly besought 
the intercession of the holy bishop. He 
subsequently founded at Soissons the monas- 
tery of St. Medard, and gave indubitable 
marks of repentance. 

Let us hear St. Gregory of Tours descri- 
bing the last hours of this prince. “King 
Clotaire came to Tours in the fifty-first year 
of his reign. He brought costly presents 
to the shrine of St. Martin, and when he 
reached the tomb of the holy bishop, he be- 
gan to count over in his mind all the crimes 
he had committed. He earnestly implored 
the holy bishop to obtain for him remission 
of all he had done contrary' to the Eternal 
Wisdom, and besought this favor with 
tears and groans. After this he went out 
into the forest of Cuine to hunt, and he 
was there seized with a fever, that compel- 
led him to go to Compeigne. Suffering 
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dreadful torments during his malady, he 
said, “Bow terrible is the King of heaven, 
who causes a potent monarch to die thus? ” 
And in this condition he surrendered his 
soul His four sons carried him to Soissons, 
where they buried him in the cathedral of 
St. Medard. 

He died in 561 , after having been for 
three years sole master of the French mon- 
archy. Crafty, cruel, and sanguinary, there 
was nothing good in him, except valor and 
military talents, the common heritage of all 
the children of Clovis. His four sons, Cari- 
bert, Chilperic, G outran, and Sigebert, suc- 
ceeded him. The first held the kingdom 
of Paris, comprising the lie de France, An-, 
jou, and Languedoc. The second held his 
conrt at Spissons, and reigned over Piccardy 
and the Low Countries. The third was 
king of Orleans. Austrasia fell to the lot 
of the fourth, who ruled over Lorraine, 
Auvergne, and some provinces of Germany. 
Caribert lived only a short time, and all 
France was torn by the fury of the civil 
wars between Childebert and Chilperic. 
At this period lived Brunehilda, the perse- 
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cutor of 8t. Columbanus, of whom we have 
made mention in the life of that illustrious 
Irish saint. Childebert,son of Sigebert and 
Bronchilda, reunited, in bis own person, 
after the death of his father and his two 
uncles, Chilperic and Gontran, the kingdoms 
of Austrasia, Orleans, and Paris. 

Childebert inherited the sentiments of 
esteem that Sigebert, his father, entertained 
for Radegonda. He declared himself the 
protector of the monastery of Holy Cross, 
where there were then two hundred nuns, 
amongst whom were the daughters of sena- 
tors and princesses of the royal race. The 
Saint lost nothing of her tranquillity in the 
midst of the troubles that agitated France, 
and she incessantly thanked God for having 
placed her in a safe shelter, far from the 
tempests of the world, and the scenes of its 
ambitions and glories. She placidly re- 
signed her soul, surrounded by her religious, 
on the 18th of August, 587, the day on 
which the church commemorates her. She 
had attained her sixty-eighth year. In the 
absence of the Bishop of Poitiers, St. Greg- 
ory, Bishop of Tours, presided at her ob- 
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sequies, daring which, vision was restored 
to a blind man. She was interred in the 
church which now bears her name, and 
which she herself caused to be built. 

The day of her burial was one of general 
mourning. The peasants, whom she had 
assisted in the days of war and dearth, and 
pestilence, came in crowds to commingle 
their tears with those of the citizens. The 
nuns of Holy Cross sent up their prayers 
for her soul, and the piety and veneration 
of the faithful, still celebrate her praise, 
after the interval of twelve centuries, on each 
recurrence of her festival. 

In the ninth century the Normans and 
Saracens pillaged Poitiers and its churches, 
and the inhabitants, to preserve the relics 
of the Saint from profanation, were obliged 
to remove them from their city. 

At the beginning of the 15th century the 
Duke de Berry, Count of Poitiers, caused 
the tomb to be opened. The body was 
found perfect, though it had lain there eight 
centuries. The fingers were covered with 
rings, and the duke took that of king Clo- 
taire. In 1562 the Calvinists burned the 
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holy relics, and such portions of them as es- 
caped the flames, were afterwards collected 
by the faithful and deposited in the original 
tomb, where they remain to this day. 

PRATER. 

O holy Saint, obtain that we may be en- 
abled to practice the virtues that have made 
you dear to tiod. Intercede for us, that we 
may learn to despise the fleeting pleasures 
and vapory glories of a corrupt world. 
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LUTE OF SAINT JULIET. 

MARTYR. 

[FOURTH CENTURY.] 

^WgULIET sprang from an illustrious fam- 
ily in Lycaonia, under the empire of 
Diocletian and Maximian; this pro- 
vince was governed by a cruel man named 
Dom) tian. Juliet flying from his persecu- 
tion v ent to Seleucia, whither she brought 
with her her son Saint Cyr ; but there she 
had to encounter another persecutor named 
Alexanler. From Seleucia she proceeded 
to Tarsus, but the pro-consul Alexander ar- 
rived there as soon as herself. 

Alexander now caused her to be arrested 
on the charge of being a Christian ; “Ju- 
liet,” said the pro-consul to her, “ Thou art 
a believer in Jesus Christ, and I command 
thee to renounce Him for the gods of the 
empire, and then thy property, which has 
been confiscated to the law, shall be restored 
to thee.” To this Juliet answered, “I am a 
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Christian, and nothing in the world shall in- 
duce me to renounce the religion of Jesus.*' 
Thereon Alexander caused her child. 
Saint Cyr, to be torn from her, and she 
was sentenced to be scourged. While the 
mother was undergoing this torture, the 
pro-consul held the child on his knee, and 
great was the astonishment of the monster, 
when he heard the little innocent say, “ I 
too am a Christian, let me go to my mother.” 
The tyrant now lost all patience, and flung 
Saint Cyr against the granite steps of his 
magisterial chair, The blessed creature 
died on the instant. On seeing this the 
mother exclaimed, “0 God receive my 
thanks for having taken him to Thee. In 
a little while I shall be with him, and we 
shall never part again.” The tyrant com- 
manded the executioners to lacerate the 
body of the parent; and to increase her 
agony, he directed them to pour burning 
pitch on her feet. Animated by the Spirit 
of God, the heroic Christian cried out so 
that every one might hear her, “ I cling to 
my Redeemer, I will not renounce his faith; 
oh, my God, take me to Thee that I may be 
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united to my son.” After saying this, a 
heavenly lustre tit up her countenance, and 
she consummated her sacrifice. 

Heroism and patience like this should 
teach us to suffer resignedly all the trials 
that may be sent us here below. Ho matter 
how much we may have to endure, what iB 
it all compared to the pains and agonies of 
our Redeemer’s Martyrs ? One thought con- 
soled them in all their tribulations, and made 
them bear insults and contempts patiently. 
They suffered for the love of God, and thus 
they did His will , and won for themselves 
everlasting rewards in that kingdom where 
grief and sorrow can never visit them. 
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LIFE OF SAINT ISABELLA. 

^sJj^SABELLA, daughter of Louis VIII., 
and of Blanche of Castile, who reign- 
ed over France, was bom in 1225. 
She had six brothers, all older than herself, 
amongst whom was Saint Louis, who suc- 
ceeded his father on the throne. 

Isabella, the only sister of those princes, 
possessed all their love and affections. Her 
tenderness of heart, her cultivated intellect, 
her beauty, and above all, her piety caused 
them to love and admire her. She was only 
two years old when she lost her father. 
Her mother took care that she should be in- 
structed not only in the practice of the 
Christian virtues, but also in such know- 
ledge as was required by her high social po- 
sition. She learned Latin so perfectly that 
she was able to correct the writings of her 
chaplain. Accomplishments like this did 
not prevent her from applying herself to 
useful labor, such as became a lady of her 
rank, and her chiefest delight was to make 
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vestments for the altar and clothing for the 
poor. 

Isabella knew nothing of the frivolous 
amusements which ordinarily occupy ladies 
of high estate, and all her time was divided 
between prayer, reading, and working. 

Every one knew that it was her intention 
to consecrate herself entirely to God. ’Twas 
for this reason that she avoided the pleas- 
ures of the court, and never put on rich 
robes except in obedience to the queen her 
mother. Meanwhile her mother and King 
LouiB received ambassadors from the Empe- 
ror Frederic II., who sought Isabella’s hand 
for his young son, Conrad. This prince was 
then only seventeen years of age. He was 
the sole inheritor of the kingdoms of Sicily 
and Jerusalem, and presumptive King of the 
Romans. The latter dignity secured to him 
the empire of the West. Frederic entreat- 
ed Pope Innocent IV. to lend his instances 
in urging this marriage; but the young 
princess was not to be moved. She pleaded 
her vow of chastity by which she was bound, 
and her answer to the sovereign pontiff was, 
that she preferred the lowliest position. 
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amongst the virgins consecrated to God to 
the empire of the whole world. 

Every one was astounded on learning the 
sacrifice so generously made by Isabella. 
Saint Louis, her brother, eulogised her for 
it, and the pope wrote to her congratulating 
her on this noble and pious resolution. Isa- 
bella was now constantly at her mother’s 
side, for she was the consolation of that 
happy parent whom she edified by her vir- 
tues. Nevertheless her heart was always 
turned to God. The poor occupied much 
of her time, for she looked on them as the 
suffering members of Jesus Christ, and for 
sake of them she disregarded all the idle 
attentions she might have received at the 
hands of the great. In fact she preferred 
the poor to St. Louis and to the King him- 
self. A single fact will prove this. On one 
occasion St. Louis found her working at a 
cap, and when he besought her to give it to 
him, she replied, 44 this is the first of this 
sort of work at which I have tried my hand, 
and it is only just, that the first fruits should 
be given to Jesus Christ.” The holy king, 
edified by this answer, requested her to 
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make him another, and she promised to do 
bo, if she ever resumed this sort of work. 
Meanwhile she sent what she had made to 
a poor .sick woman. 

Isabella’s lore of the Mother of God was 
equal to that wherewith the most distin- 
guished saints ever loved her. To attest 
her reverence for the profound humility of 
the Redeemer’s Mother, and to evince her 
tender devotion for her, she caused a monas- . 
tery to be built, and to this she gave the 
name of “ Our Lady of Humility.” 

When queen Blanche died in 1252, she 
broke all the ties that bound her to the 
court, and then retired without delay into 
the monastery she had erected. Fearing 
that her constant ill health should require 
dispensations from the punctual observance 
of the conventual rule, she never made her 
religious profession, but she was not on that 
account the less separated from the world, 
nor did she cease to edify the community 
by her mortifications and countless virtues. 

During the last ten years of her life she - 
was cruelly tested by sickness, which was 
almost continual. St. Louis, who venerated 
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her and loved her tenderly, paid her fre- 
quent visits throughout this period. 

Isabella seldom spoke, and being asked to 
account for this, she answered, that she de- 
sired to make atonement for any sin that 
she might have committed by the tongue ; 
nevertheless she held frequent intercourse 
with the other religious, and thus triumph- 
ed over temporary sufferings, by contempla- 
ting eternal felicity where sorrows and 
sufferings never come. God took her to 
Himself on the 22nd February of the year 
1270. She was then forty-five years of age. 
St. Louis assisted at her funeral obsequies, 
and terminated these last sad duties by a 
discourse calculated to console the sister- 
hood for the loss they had sustained. Her 
relics were piously preserved till the time 
of the French revolution. 

PRATE*. 

0 Isabella, who didst prefer a mystic 
union with the Heavenly Spouse to the 
most brilliant of this world’s bridals, and 
the obscurity of a cloister to all the pomp 
of a throne — do thou obtain for us grace, 
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that we may be able to set true value on 
the lasting joys of heaven, where thou art 
now crowned with eternal blessedness. 


LIFE OF SAINT MATILDA. ' 

» ATILDA was daughter of Thierri, a 
petty prince of considerable impor- 
tance in Saxony. Brought up in the 
cloister under the eyes of her aunt, abbess 
of Enford, she at an early period tasted all 
the sweetness of prayer and penance. 

Matilda grew up in the cloister, and glad- 
ly would she have spent her whole life 
there, had it not pleased Providence to or- 
dain otherwise. She was tom from her re- 
treat, and married to Henry, son of Otho, 
Duke of Saxony. Three years after this 
marriage, Henry, having lost his father, 
succeeded to his title, and four years after 
this event, he succeeded Conrad, King of 
Germany. 
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Henry proved to Matilda that she had 
found in him an excellent spouse. His piety 
and courage won him the respect of His 
subjects, who looked on him as a father. 
He was engaged in war against the Hunga- 
rians and Banes, and whilst her husband 
was in the camps, Matilda devoted herself 
to exercises of piety, visiting the sick and 
consoling the afflicted. 

Meanwhile death arrested Henryk career. 
He died of apoplexy, after having reigned 
seventeen years. Matilda resigned herself 
to God’s will, and, after assisting at the 
Holy Sacrifice offered for the repose of his 
soul, she divested herself of all her sumptu- 
ous ornaments, and laid them down on the 
altar of the Most High. She was the moth- 
er of three children, Otho, Henry, and Bru- 
no; the former who succeeded his father, 
was crowned emperor at Rome in 962. 
Henry was Duke of Bavaria, and Bruno 
became Archbishop of Cologne. 

Many and terrible were the conflicts that 
preceded Otho’s coronation. The crown be- 
ing elective, Henry disputed it, and Matil- 
da, urged by an unjustifiable predilection. 
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declared in favor of the latter. Thu con- 
duct of the queen-mother kindled discord 
between the two brothers. Matilda had 
committed a great error, but God made her 
atone for it, by the serious trials He sent to 
ber. Her two sons, Otho and Henry, leag- 
ued against her, and stripped her of her 
dowry, alleging that she had impoverished 
the state by her alms-giving. 

Matilda submitted, without murmuring, 
to the decrees of Providence, and patiently 
bore the injuries inflioted on her by her own 
children. The persecution was long and cru- 
el. At length the two sons grew ashamed 
of themselves, became reconciled to their 
mother, and restored the dowry to her. 

Once more possessed of her property, she 
devoted it all to the poor. She founded 
five monasteries and many churches, and 
she frequently resorted to them all to hold 
sweet communion with her God. Thither, 
likewise, came vast multitudes of rich and 
poor, to be instructed in all the practical 
duties of a Christian’s life. 

Matilda was surprised by death in the 
midst of those holy occupations. She was 
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then in the monastery of Quedlinbourg. Xnr 
the presence of the whole community she 
made a public confession of her sins, and, 
stretched upon ashes, she received the last 
sacraments from the hands of William, 
Archbishop of Mayence, who was her neph- 
ew. She died March 14, 968. 

Happy is she who, like St. Matilda, de- 
spises the transitory glories and pleasures of 
this life for the kingdom of God. Oh, truly 
happy is she who sets the right value on 
the fallacious joys of this world, and tram- 
ples on them all, for purity of heart, charity, 
love of penance, and good works, which 
make a diadem for a Christian’s head. 

THB END. 
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